
Judy Seaman, who 
began teaching here 
in 1974, has decided 
to retire. A reading 
specialist, she ranks 
as the longest-run-
ning educator in the 
district. She started 
at Tubac Elementary 
School (closed by the 
district in 1994) and 
finishes her career at 
San Cayetano El-
ementary, with a stint 
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San Cayetano’s 
big trees
Planted by Leo Felix, Page 9

By Len Johnson
San Cayetano Elementary

Students Jasmin Aguilar and Juan Ruiz have a great time on their graduation night. Photo by Carol Cullen

Please see more graduation photos on Page 8

Seniors bid 
farewell, 
move on

43-year-veteran 
teacher retires

RRHS seniors reaped an estimated $2 mil-
lion in scholarship offers in a ceremony held on 
May 17. The annual Senior Awards ceremony 
packs the school cafeteria with students and 
family members as long-anticipated scholar-
ship announcements are made.

In addition to the announcement of  who 
won what, the ceremony honored high aca-
demic achievers for the class of  2017, including 
Valedictorian Jonah McCoy and Salutatorian 

By Morgan Falkner
Rio Rico High School

SEE AWARDS / Page 12

RRHS grads gain many 
awards and scholarships

SEE SEAMAN / Page 11

Photo by Len Johnson
Judy Seaman has taught 
and led teaching teams in 
the school district since 
1974. 



With graduation upon us, 
it is time to wish everyone 
a restful summer break.  
With your support, we’ve 
enjoyed another successful 
year.  We can’t say it often 
enough -- “thank you” for 
your continued support and 
commitment to our district, 
especially with your pas-
sage of  the district’s Mainte-
nance and Operation budget 
override in the 2016 election. 

In addition to the aca-
demic accomplishments of  
our students detailed in this 
edition and the previous 
edition of  our newsletter, I 
am pleased to announce our 
most recent distinctions:

• RRHS designated A+ 
School of  Excellence™ by 

Arizona Education Founda-
tion. The Arizona Education 
Foundation announced in 
April that Rio Rico High 
School is one of  39 exem-
plary Arizona schools 
receiving its A+ School of  
Excellence™ designation for 
the 2016-17 academic year. 
Applicant schools are evalu-
ated in the areas of  student 
focus and support, school 
culture, active teaching 
and learning, curriculum, 
leadership, community and 
parent involvement and 
assessment data. With this 
award, Rio Rico High School 
now becomes the fourth 
of  five Santa Cruz Valley 
Unified School District No. 
35 schools to receive this 
title, joining San Cayetano 

Elementary, Coatimundi 
Middle, and Calabasas 
Schools.

• District -- For the 17th 
consecutive year, the dis-
trict’s Business Office has 
received the Association of  
School Business Officials 
International’s (ASBO) 
Certificate of  Excellence in 
Financial Reporting award 
for having met or exceeded 
the program’s high stan-
dards for financial reporting 
and accountability.

• Sports – Graduating 
senior Allie Schadler is 
named Arizona Girls Ath-
lete of  the Year.  This year, 
Allie set two state records 
in cross country and the 

3200m, was named First 
Team All-American in cross 
country and track, and won 
five state championships in 
cross country, 400m, 1600m, 
4 x 400m relay, and 4 x 800m 
relay. We wish Allie all the 
best as she now moves on to 
the University of  Washing-
ton.

On behalf  of  our stu-
dents and staff, I want to 
extend our gratitude to 
everyone for making this a 
great school year.  We hope 
you have a restful and safe 
summer break.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone 
back at SCVUSD for the 
start of  the 2017-18 school 
year on Monday, Aug. 7.
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Teacher runs Grand Canyon on spring break

Rio Rico High 
School teacher Teresa 
Brown Potter spent 
this year’s spring 
break in an unusual 
way, running to the 
bottom of  the Grand 
Canyon and back out. 
“It was something 
I’d always dreamed 
of  doing,” said the 

advanced placement 
chemistry teacher. 

The 58-year-old 
started her solo run 
from the National 
Park’s South Rim 
down the Bright Angel 
Trail mid-morning, 
carrying the water, 
food and fuel she 
would need for the 
next seven hours. 
After arriving at the 
bottom of  the mile-
deep canyon two hours 
later, she paused to 
refresh herself  at the 
Colorado River before 
starting her climb out. 

“By the time I 
reached the Devil’s 
Corkscrew it was 
starting to get hot,” 
she said describing the 
nine-mile ascent. “So I 
just slowed down and 
kept my mind on the 
things I’d practiced 

while training.”
Later at Indian Gar-

dens, still five miles 
from the top, the de-
termined runner was 
greeted by her daugh-
ter, Krystal Potter 
Leman, who had been 
waiting to accompany 
her mother the rest of  
the way. “At that point 
mom was getting tired 
but I never doubted 
she would make it,” 
Krystal said.

During the run, 
Potter thought about 
her great grandfather, 
who at age 22 was a 
topographer with the 
1872 Powell Expedi-
tion as it explored the 
Grand Canyon. “It 
was as though he were 
right there with me,” 
she remarked.

Back on the top a 
few hours later, the 

tired but happy teach-
er celebrated with her 
family at one of  the 
canyon’s restaurants. 
In all she had run 18 
miles and covered 
nearly 9,000 feet of  

vertical gain. “Well, at 
least there were only 
two hills the whole 
time,” she joked. 

Arizona’s Grand 
Canyon is one of  the 
Seven Wonders of  the 

Natural World. Up to 
18 miles across with 
an average depth of  
one mile, the park is 
visited by nearly five 
million people each 
year.

By Mark Dittmar

Mountain View Elementary

Photo contributed by Teresa Potter
RRHS’ chemistry teacher Teresa Brown Potter poses at the Colorado River, the 
half-way point on her 18-mile run through the Grand Canyon.

Grades 3-5 track meet builds strength, character
“On your mark… 

get set… go!”
The Rich River 

Athletic Club held its 
12th Annual Elemen-
tary School Track and 
Field Meet March 31 
at the Rio Rico High 
School Track and 
Field Stadium. The 
purpose of  the event 
was to help build the 
bodies and character 
of  Santa Cruz Coun-
ty’s youngest citizens. 

More than 600 
third-, fourth-, and 
fifth-grade boys and 
girls from Rio Rico 
and Nogales thrilled 
hundreds of  family 
members, teachers, 
and peers as they 
participated in nearly 
two dozen  50-meter 
through 800-meter 
races, long jumps, 

softball throws, and an 
impromptu relay race.

“I was pretty ner-
vous,” confessed Mt. 
View fifth grade stu-
dent Paulina Fontes, 
the first place winner 
in the girls’ division 
of  the 100-meter dash, 
“but I just tried my 
best and well, I guess 
it worked out.” 

In addition to the 
afternoon’s student 
events, an adult-miler, 
designed to inspire the 
youngsters was run by 
six community mem-
bers and a teacher. “It 
was a lot of  fun,” said 
MVES’ Lewis Hol-
lander as he caught 
his breath at the fin-
ish, “but a mile sure 
seemed a lot shorter 20 
years ago.”

This year’s Moun-
tain View Elemen-
tary’s first- through 
third-place winners 

were:
Grade 5, first place: 

Paulina Fontes (100m); 
David Jauregui (100m 
and 400m); Jeshua 
Murrieta (200m); and 
Jocelyn Garcia (long 
jump); David Jaure-
gui, Jamille Giron and 
Christopher Niebla 
(400m relay); and Ser-
gio Ramirez (800m). 

Grade 5, second 
place: Jeshua Murrie-
ta (100m); Christopher 
Niebla  (200m); Andrea 
Cano (200m); Kaylyn 
Coronado (long jump); 
and Jocelyn Garcia 
(soft ball throw). 
Third place: Albert 
Bustamante (100m and 
200m); Jamille Giron 
(100m and 400m); and 
Kaylyn Coronado 
(100m).

Grade 4, first place: 
Alexa Fernandez, 
Ariadne Tapia, and 
Ariann Tapia (400m 

relay). Second place: 
Iliana Tadeo (long 
jump); and Santiago 
Rojo (800m). Third 
place: Fernanda Pena 
(400m).

Grade 3, first place: 
Santiago De La Riva 
(50m) and Jessence Oc-

tavio (soft ball throw). 
Second place: Robert 
Maldonado (50m) and 
Omar Ramirez (400m). 
Third place: Jonathon 
Cantua (400m).

“Working at the 
finish line I saw a 
lot of  emotion,” said 

Michele Titcomb, the 
event’s time-keeping 
assistant. “Joy, pride, 
determination, con-
fidence, self-satisfac-
tion...it was a very 
rewarding sight.”

By Mark Dittmar

Mountain View Elementary

Photo by Mark Dittmar
Mt. View fifth graders Kaylyn Coronado, left, and Paulina Fontes congratulate 
one another after winning ribbons at the 2017 Rich River Track and Field Meet.
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Mt. View names top teacher, staff member
In April, Irma Oliveros 

won recognition as Moun-
tain View Elementary 
School Teacher of  the Year. 
Here she shares some of  
her thoughts on education.

• How long have you 
been in education and 
in what grades have you 
taught? 

For six years I’ve taught 
a range of  students from 
kindergarten through tenth 
grade. For the last few years 
I’ve been teaching fourth 
grade. 

• Why did you become 
a teacher?

I was fortunate to grow 
up in a family that valued 
education, and had a num-
ber of  inspiring teachers 
who made me want to be 
like them. Teaching gives 
me the opportunity to make 
a positive impact in the lives 

of  my students.

• Is there something 
that attracts you to 
fourth grade? 

A fourth grader’s curios-
ity, compassion, and enthu-
siasm about almost every-
thing at school attract me to 
this age-group. I also enjoy 
the challenge of  helping 
these concrete thinkers learn 
at higher, more abstract 
levels.

• What is your philoso-
phy in education?  

My philosophy is simple: 
all children can be success-
ful in school. To help make 
this happen, I have to teach 
using different approaches 
since not all children learn 
the same way. I also believe 
it’s important to teach with 
enough enthusiasm that stu-
dents are compelled to learn 
with equal excitement.

• What advice would 
you give to someone just 

starting out in the field? 
My advice would be to 

always look for the positive 
in your students; create a 
student-centered environ-
ment; and try to learn from 
other teachers. Collabora-
tion is a key component of  
continuous improvement.

Gina Frownfelter, 
Mountain View’s classi-
fied staff  of  the year, is 
known for her warm smile 
and welcoming heart. 
Here she shares some of  
her thoughts on being the 
school librarian. 

• When did you start 
working in District 35 
and what positions have 
you held?

I have been working 
in the district since 2008. 
Before transferring to the 
library as a media special-
ist, I worked as a reading 
interventionist for eight 
years.

• What are some of  
the less obvious ways the 
MVES library benefits 
its students?

In addition to the library 
being a place where stu-
dents can find information, 
resources, and instruction, 
it helps them gain new 
knowledge, develops their 
enjoyment of  reading and 
their social skills. 

• Can you describe a 
typical day in the life of  
an elementary school 
librarian?

Students arrive at 7:10 
a.m. to use our computers, 
read, work on their school 
assignments, check out 
books, or play educational 
board games. At 7:40 I begin 
teaching classes on how to 
use the library, do research 
projects, and access refer-
ence materials. I read to 
children, help them with 
book projects. The rest of  
the day I plan lessons and 
shelve and repair books. 

It is a full day and very 
rewarding!

• What is one thing 
you do to cultivate a love 
for reading in MV stu-
dents?

The key to inspiring 
children to love reading 
is to make the lessons fun, 
engaging, and purposeful.  I 
like students to interact and 
participate as much as pos-
sible during library hour. 

• Unlike a self-con-
tained classroom teach-
er, you see every student 
in the school. What 
would you like them to 
remember most about 
their library experience 
when they leave MVES?

I want them to remember 
the library as the heart of  
our school, the place where 
they came to learn, social-
ize, and access information. 
Also to remember this as a 
place where they are always 
welcome.

By Mark Dittmar

Mountain View Elementary

Photos by Mark Dittmar
Right: Irma Oliveros, 
Mountain View’s 
teacher of the year, 
reads after school 
with fifth grader 
Braulio Molina. 

Left: Georgina 
Frownfelter, Mountain 
View’s staff person of 
the year, helps fifth 
graders Eileen Acosta 
and Angela Atrian 
with their library as-
signments.
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Knowledge, skill on view at conferences

The Rio Rico High 
School Career and Techni-
cal Education department 
offers 11 programs of  study 
for students to become 
college and career ready 
before graduating.  

Each program of  study 
has a corresponding Career 
and Technical Education 
Student Organization 
(CTSO) for students to im-
prove their skills in leader-
ship and civic responsi-
bility.  Students plan and 
participate in a variety of  
career and service projects 
throughout the year.  

During the spring 
semester, they have the 
option to compete at state-
wide conferences within 
their CTSO area. These 
competitions give students 
the opportunity to show-
case their knowledge and 
skill development within 

their program.
 

Careers Through 
Culinary Arts Pro-
gram (CCAP)

 competition was held on 
Feb. 4 and March 18 at Para-
dise Valley High School.  
Adriana Garcia was select-
ed as a Top 10 Junior, plac-
ing first in Arizona. She 
won an all-expense paid 
trip to New York’s Monroe 
College to participate in 
their culinary arts Boot 
Camp during August. 

     

Family, Career, and 
Community Leaders 
of  America 
(FCCLA) 

competed at the Westin 
La Paloma on April 10-12, 
2017. Results from this com-
petition included:

Gold medal (fifth in 
state) culinary arts team 
event, Adriana Garcia, 
Alejandra Jaime, Maria 
Moreno.

Silver medal (second in 
state) baking and pastry, 
Victoria Mercado. Gold 
medal (third in state) front 
of  the house, Victoria Soto. 
Silver medal front of  the 
house, Ashley Quiroz.

     

Future Business 
Leaders of  America 
(FBLA) 

competed at Westin 
La Paloma on April 17-19 

2017.  Results from this 
competition included: third 
place in accounting, Jonah 
McCoy.

FBLA also competed at 
Eastern Arizona College 
on Feb. 2.  Results from this 
competition included these 
first place winners: net-
work design, Isaac Herrera, 
Michael Chacon and Emilio 
Rojas; business calcula-
tions, Edward Urena; client 
service, Sebastian Valencia.

Sales presentation, Man-

uel Pena; global business, 
Valeria Arvizu and Man-
uel Pena. Second place in 
management information 
systems: Victoria Salcedo 
and Jesus Gonzalez.

Third place: computer 
problem solving, Carlos Ru-
entes; graphic design, Tyler 
Atkinson, Roberto Flores 
and Brandon Moreno; third 
place in teamwork, Viviana 
Banda, Aniza Estrada and 
Victor Rodriguez.

     

Future Health Pro-
fessionals (HOSA) 

competed at the Westin 
La Paloma April 19-21. 
Results for this were first 
place community aware-
ness, Yamini Verma and 
Alejandra on CPR and first 
aid; third place community 
emergency response team, 
Leslie Encinas and Ruby 
Garcia. Both teams will 
compete at Nationals in 
Orlando, Fla., this summer. 

By Patti Schmalzel

Rio Rico High School

Photo by Patti Schmalzel
RRHS students from left, Alejandra Jaime, Maria Moreno, Adriana Garcia, Ashley Quiroz, Victoria 
Mercado and Victoria Soto won state at the April FCCLA State Competition.



P
a
g
e
 6

   
S

an
ta

 C
ru

z 
Va

lle
y 

D
is

tr
ic

t 
N

o.
 3

5 
  S

p
rin

g 
20

17
, N

ew
sl

et
te

r

Future chefs excel in competition

Calabasas School is prepping 
their students to become future 
leaders. Recently, 14 students from 
Calabasas participated in the 
Johns Hopkins Center for Talented 
Youth Talent Search. They did so 
by taking the SATs along with high 
school seniors in November and 
January. 

“Any middle school student who 
has the opportunity to take part 
in the SAT assessment puts them-
selves in a great position to do well 
once they are in high school,” said 
Principal John Fanning.  “This is 
a wonderful opportunity, and I am 
extremely proud of  the students 
who took part in this initiative.” 

Seven seventh grade students 
and seven eighth grade students 
earned scores ranging from 810 to 
1,020 out of  a senior level test with 
the maximum score of  1,600. 

Two eighth grade students 
qualified in both math and reading 

to participate in Johns Hopkins 
summer programs, and a third 
qualified in math. Four seventh 
grade students qualified for sum-
mer programs in both math and 
reading, and one seventh grade 
student qualified in math.

“I believe that the SATs are 
important because it makes us 
more prepared for high school 
and less nervous about the test,” 
said Alicia Cabrera, seventh grade 
participant.  “It also helps us to see 
how much we know, what we need 
to focus on more, and to be more 
confident in ourselves.” 

Paula Enriquez, seventh grade, 
applied and was awarded a schol-
arship to attend the University 
of  California at Santa Cruz for a 
three-week program in Physics of  
Sports and Literature. 

“I am really excited to go to 
UCSC,” said Enriquez.  “I’m really 
happy I was accepted because it’s a 
once in a lifetime opportunity that 
will help me a lot in high school. 
This motivates me to work harder.”

Talented youth search strong at middle school
By Tonya Yanez

Calabasas School

Photo by Carol Cullen
The participants of the SAT testing this year are proud of their job well 
done. Kneeling from left: Diego S. Lizarraga, Maria Romero, Brandon D. Swital-
ski, Vanya Gupta, Ruben Rojo. Back from left:  Jesus Mercado, Fernando Villaes-
cusa, Rodrico Valenzuela, America Mascareno, Alicia Cabrera, Sebastian Mon-
tanez, Paula Enriquez, Kathie Bailey (Teacher). Not pictured: Peyton Lunderville, 
Demetrio Tolan  

What do you want to be when you 
grow up? Many young students dream 
of  becoming a fireman, a police officer, 
or soldier, a ballerina, or even a prin-
cess, but at Calabasas School, some 
students are hoping to be a chef ! 

Sodexo, a company working with the 
district to provide breakfast and lunch 
meals for students, created a competi-
tion to encourage students to think 
about possible career choices. 

Javier Campos, Sodexo food service 
director and manager of  the competi-
tion, said, “The competition is a child-
friendly ‘chef  competition’ in which 
students submit recipes.  

“Finalists are chosen from each ele-
mentary school to create their recipes in 
a live competition.  Entries are judged 
on taste, presentation, originality, 
healthiness, and ease of  preparation.”

Winners include: 

By Tonya Yanez

Calabasas School

Photo by Carol Cullen
Here are the 2017 chef contestants, from left: Maria Jose Rojo (Mountain View, grade 4, banana muffins), Martin Ech-
everria Fuentes (Calabasas, grade 1, spaghetti), Asiela Martinez (San Cayetano, grade 4, gluten free breakfast burrito), 
Amelie Lopez (Mountain View, grade 5, sweet carrot waffles), Sophia Jaramillo Camargo (Calabasas, grade 4, salad of 
fruits, vegetables), Alyssa Martinez (San Cayetano, grade 3, gluten free apple pancakes), Melina Garcia-Tinoco (Moun-
tain View, grade 3, mushroom eggs), Andrea Padilla (Calabasas, grade 4, greatest granola), Angel Barbosa (Mountain 
View, grade 3, mac ritz), Zxavier Huerta (Calabasas, grade 1, cheesy Italian sweet potato bites). SEE Chefs / Page 14



If  you step into 
Heather Wales’ special 
education classroom 
at Calabasas School, 
you might see students 
making ice cream, or 
learning about science, 
measuring, and vol-
ume.

The class is hands-
on and full of  love. The 
staff  appreciates every-
one’s gifts and per-
sonality. The students 
express and share that 
love with their own 
families and the rest of  
the school. 

In April, they spent 
weeks cutting and 
building giant pom-
pom flowers for staff  
appreciation day in 
May. 

Among the staff, 
Tommy Romano, the 
middle school PE teach-
er, focuses on what 
they can do, not what 
they can’t. He involves 
them in activities at 
their level so they can 
play and have fun with 
the general education 
students.

From preschool to 
eighth grade at Cala-
basas, each child has 
a team of  committed 
professional staff  to 
help support him or 
her to gain the tools to 
be successful in school. 
The team, of  course, 
includes the parent and 
the general education 
teacher, and if  neces-
sary, an interpreter.

The staff  looks to 
the child’s needs in 
communication, such 

as listening, under-
standing and express-
ing thoughts. They 
check for concept readi-
ness with academics 
such as understanding 
the concepts of  “same” 
and “different.” 

They also address 
social/emotional skills, 
gross and fine motor 
skills, adaptive or life 
skills, and age appro-
priate development 
such as being able to 
attend to food, clothes, 
and bathroom needs.

At home, the biggest 
support the child can 
receive is the family’s 
time and attention. 
Something as simple as 
reading stories togeth-
er helps the child learn 
communication and 
how to interact with 
others. 
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Students portray notable persons from history

Kathie Bailey has 
had the distinct honor 
of  teaching our gifted 
students at all of  the el-
ementary schools. She 
retired May 26 to spend 
more time with family, 
and she leaves us with 
a beautiful “Night of  
the Notables” annual 
event.

Her elementary 
students came to Cala-

basas School to present 
their research by step-
ping into the shoes of  
their esteemed person 
from history or current 
news.

Georgia O’Keefe 
(portrayed by Brianna 
Bustamante, San Cay-
etano) and Julia Child 
(portrayed by Victoria 
Bustamante, Calaba-
sas) graced the cafete-
ria with artwork and 
cupcakes. 

Margaret Mead (por-
trayed by Johana Hol-
man, San Cayetano), 
Rachel Carson (por-
trayed by Alexandra 
Hernandez, Calabasas), 
and Albert Einstein 
(portrayed by Hector 
Estrada, San Cayetano; 
and Sebastian Vejar, 
Mountain View) wowed 
the crowd with their 
knowledge of  science. 

Neil Armstrong 
(portrayed by Stefen 

Kemp, Mountain View, 
and Angel Godinez, 
Calabasas) and Mu-
hammed Ali (portrayed 
by David Juaregui, 
Mountain View) shared 
their triumphs of  per-
severance. 

The students bene-
fited from this thematic 
teaching unit by tying 
in their academic skills 
with their creativity. 
The teacher motivates 
and coaches them to 
use higher-level think-
ing skills to analyze 
information, evaluate 
what’s necessary for 
their project, and then 
bring their research 
to life with artwork, 
technology, or even pre-
senting to an audience 
as a person they want 
to learn more about to 
succeed in life.

By Jennifer Alejos

Calabasas School

Photos by María Hernández
Left: Third grader at Calabasas, Marcelo Ibarra as Walt Disney, famous car-
toonist and builder of imaginary worlds. Right: Fifth grader at Mountain View, 
Stefen Kemp as Neil Armstrong, the first man to walk on the moon.

By Jennifer Alejos

Calabasas School

Special-needs students benefit from dedicated care

Contributed photo
Representing preschool to eighth grade, here is the special education team. 
Jose Peraza is at front. The back row, from left, are Sheba Paspula, Sherly 
Kandikatla, Heather Wales (Huerta), Silvia Valenzuela, Rosa Maria Cardenas, 
Lizzy Naff and Shweta Dubey.
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Largest-ever class graduates from RRHS

Photos by Carol Cullen

School District Superintendent David Verdugo, left, speaks during graduation which was held May 25. The school had 302 seniors graduate, the most ever. 
2. Seniors Hallie DeWitt, left, and Allie Schadler show the thrill of the evening. 3. Janice Garcia (left) and Marlee Baxter enjoy the processional arrival. 4. Christian 
Armando Valencia, left, and Brianna Aguila pause a moment for a wave. 5. ‘Mischief managed’ is an eye-catching comment.

Yelitza H. Meza sings the national anthem as the JROTC presents the colors at the start of graduation. Center, Class Salutatorian Areli Diaz speaks to the seniors. 
Right, Class Valedictorian Jonah McCoy offers inspiration.

2 3

4 5
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Rio Rico High School earns A+ for excellence

Rio Rico High 
School has been 
named an A+ School 
of  Excellence™ by the 
Arizona Educational 
Foundation.

Jodi Chesbro, the 
lead judge for the foun-
dation, called Rio Rico 
High School “a gem.” 

“In classes the 
judges observed excel-

lent teaching and en-
gaged learning across 
the campus,” Chesbro 
said. “Graduation 
rates and daily atten-
dance are at an all-
time high. The staff  
are happy, the students 
are successful, and the 
leadership is extraor-
dinary. Rio Rico High 
School deserves the 
A+ designation.”

Chesbro wrote a 
glowing report of  
RRHS to the founda-
tion after visiting 
the campus for three 
days with three other 
judges.  

Arizona’s high 
school graduation rate 
is 77.4 percent, accord-
ing to the Arizona 
Department of  Educa-
tion. RRHS’s gradua-
tion rate is 92 percent. 

 “Students at Rio 
Rico are happy and 

successful. With the 
introduction of  Cam-
bridge University (a 
challenging college 
preparatory cur-
riculum), more than 78 
percent of  the stu-
dents pass the difficult 
exams, compared with 
the national average 
of  20 percent.”

Earning the A+ 
award is a grueling 
and rigorous process. 
The written applica-
tion is over 50 pages 
long. 

Detailed accounts 
of  all aspects of  the 
school are document-
ed, from test scores 
to school climate and 
community involve-
ment.

The Arizona Edu-
cational Foundation 
named just 39 public 
schools A+ schools 
in 2017.  According to 

the Arizona Depart-
ment of  Education, 
there are 1,924 public 
schools in the state. 

RRHS joins San 
Cayetano Elemen-
tary and Coatimundi 
Middle School as A+ 
schools from Santa 
Cruz Valley Unified 
School District. Cala-
basas was tapped as 
A+ in 2013.

“This award is 
about the heart of  our 
staff  and students,” 
said RRHS Principal 
Shelly Vroegh.  “We 
stay positive and give 
each other and the stu-
dents positive things 
to look forward to—
that’s how you grow,” 
she said. 

Vroegh joined the 
school in 2011. The A+ 
judges credited her 
for keeping teachers 
and bringing success 

to the school. Vroegh, 
who can be seen at 
weekend RRHS sport-
ing events and various 
other school functions, 
is quick to dish the 
praise off  to her staff. 

“They’re always 
striving to be better, 
and we’re still not 
there yet,” Vroegh 
said. “But I have to say 
that we didn’t realize 
all we’d accomplished 
until we read back the 
application. Then the 
impact of  what was 
going on here hit us.”

Enrollment has 
climbed to 1,204 stu-
dents, up from 1,040 
three years ago, ac-
cording to Vroegh.  

While Vroegh 
is proud of  higher 
level programs such 
as Cambridge, she 
also cited enrichment 
courses the school of-

fers that she believes 
is spurring enrollment 
and student success. 

Those include Chi-
nese, digital arts, 3-D 
modeling, psychology, 
art history, business, 
informational tech-
nology and a host of  
other electives and test 
preparation programs. 

Veteran high school 
chemistry teacher Te-
resa Potter says she’s 
thankful for Vroegh’s 
leadership. Potter’s 
been at the high school 
since 1995.

“She’s persistent, 
tough when needed 
and spirit building,” 
Potter said. “Teach-
ers, students and 
administration work 
optimally together to 
address our unique 
challenges—hence the 
A+ rating.”     

By Len Johnson

San Cayetano Elementary

After 20 years, campus trees show substantial growth

Leo Felix recently 
strolled across San 
Cayetano Elemen-
tary’s large campus, 
admiring all the trees 
he planted there 20 
years ago. 

They are towering, 
park-like trees, provid-
ing shade and conver-
sation pieces to all.

Some, like a mas-
sive cottonwood near 
the basketball courts, 
loom over 40 feet tall. 
It makes Felix proud. 
He planted that tree 
as a foot-tall seedling 
along with over 100 
others at San Cayetano 
in 1997.

 “I did it in a 
month’s time,” Felix 
said. “I got a little 
help from family, high 

school kids, and a 
backhoe. It’s neat to 
see how they’ve grown 
up and taken shape 
around here.”

Felix planted 
Nogal (walnut) trees, 
for which the twin 
cities of  Nogales 
were named. He also 
planted Cypress, Elm, 
Arizona pine and a va-
riety of  other species 
on the San Cayetano 
campus.

He planted about 
50 others at Mountain 
View Elementary and 
Rio Rico High School. 

“We needed more 
shade and I feel they 
set a mood,” Felix 
said. “After it rains, 
you can just feel these 
things breathe. The air 
is alive, it’s just great.”

Felix used a grant 
from the U.S. Depart-

ment of  Agriculture to 
fund the project.  

A life-long teacher 
and musician, Felix 
said he took off  one 
summer in the late 90s 
to tour with his band. 

He didn’t make it back 
in time to renew his 
teaching contract. 
So, he took a job as a 
school “greens-keep-
er.”

 “At first I asked for 
a dozen or so trees, 

but they had more and 
a group in Nogales 
helped me get fund-
ing, so we went for it. I 
just kept planting and 
planting.”

Felix went on to 
teach in Rio Rico and 

Nogales. He loves 
southern Arizona and 
helps out with other 
community improve-
ment projects in the 
U.S. and across the 
border in Nogales, 
Sonora. 

By Len Johnson

San Cayetano Elementary

Photo by Len Johnson
Leo Felix is dwarfed by a 40-foot-tall cottonwood he planted as a seedling on the San Cayetano campus 20 
years ago. 
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Junior Honor Society 
builds strong character

At Coatimundi 
Middle School we 
have a group of  stu-
dents who have com-
mitted themselves to 
extraordinary ideals 
of  community and 
citizenship. 

They are mem-
bers of  the National 
Junior Honor Society 
(NJHS), an organiza-
tion that considers 
itself  “more than just 
an honor roll. (We) 
serve to honor those 
students who have 
demonstrated excel-
lence in the areas of  
scholarship, service, 
leadership, character, 
and citizenship…
since 1929.”

Language arts and 
social studies teacher 
Claudia St. Clair has 
spear-headed NJHS 
as the chapter advisor 
for the past two years. 
She has been involved 
in National Honor So-
ciety since 1966 when 
she was inducted as a 
junior in high school. 

St. Clair believes 
that when students 
become involved with 
NJHS, “they recog-
nize that they are the 
future of  our society.” 
By emphasizing the 
five main purposes of  
NJHS, “we promote 
and educate the entire 
person,” said St. Clair.

NJHS students 
are required to ac-
cumulate 20 hours of  
community service 
per quarter. This 
commitment has been 
met with a variety of  
activities that help 
our community, such 
as voluntary service 
at Crossroads Nogales 
Mission, helping with 
community clean-
ups sponsored by the 
Knights of  Columbus, 
hosting blood drives 
for the American 
Red Cross, and being 
active in student 
council, churches and 
sports. 

St. Clair told of  
one particularly 
proud moment this 
fall when the CTMS 
chapter gave Cross-
roads Nogales Mis-
sion $1,294 to use for 
holiday dinners. The 
money was raised 
through generous 
donations from Coati-
mundi students. 

“My favorite com-
munity service has 

been going to help at 
Crossroads Mission in 
Nogales,” says Fran-
cia Chacon, CTMS 
NJHS president. She 
credits her involve-
ment as a source of  
self-confidence and 
leadership skills. 
“NJHS has definitely 
made me much more 
mature and respon-
sible,” she said. 

Chacon credits her 
older brother, Jose 
Chacon, as her inspi-
ration to join NJHS. 
Jose, a former CTMS 
student, is now a Rio 
Rico High School NHS 
member. “His achieve-
ments in NJHS made 
me want to do the 
same,” she said. 

Both of  Fran-
cia’s older siblings, 
Jose and America, 
are former CTMS 
NJHS members and 
are regular RRHS 
NHS volunteers at 
Crossroads Nogales 
Mission on Saturday 

Y�r family is �r familyY�r family is �r family
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By Reneé Curren

Coatimundi MS

Photo by Claudia St. Clair
NJHS students present a check of $1,294 to 
Crossroads Nogales Mission from their charitable 
donation drive at CTMS. Kneeling (front), are 
Sofia Villanes, Avrille Giron, America Chacon, and 
Yamileth Barcelo. First row standing, Paulina Soto, 
Karis Garcia, Francia Chacon, and Michelle Ochoa. 
Second row standing, Jose Chacon, Dagoberto Ro-
driguez, Melissa (Crossroads Mission), and Gabriella 
Rodriguez.

SEE Honor / Page 14
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Guest speakers highlight 8th grade transition
When the 2016-2017 

school year was drawing 
to a close, eighth-grade 
students prepared for their 
transition from middle 
school to high school. 
Students look forward to 
the formal ceremony that 
recognizes this shift in 
enrollment. 

Separate ceremonies 
for both Calabasas and 
Coatimundi Middle School 
were held at Rio Rico High 
School. The ceremony con-
cluded with the high school 
principal accepting from 
the middle school principal 
the class of  2021 (261 stu-
dents from both schools).

In May of  each year, stu-
dent excitement abounds.  
When asked to describe 
transition in one word, 
“exciting” was their first 
choice, followed by “fun,” 
“amazing,” “change,” “op-
portunity,” “achievement,” 
and even “nervous” and 
“scary.” 

They seem to under-
stand that their academic 
and community experi-
ences in middle school 

have prepared them for this 
transition to high school 
and they are ready. 

“Coatimundi has been 
the perfect education for 
me to prepare for high 
school,” said one CTMS 
student, and another, “I 
feel like they prepared me 
well at Coatimundi Middle 
School.” 

Others expressed ap-
prehension at facing the in-
creased academic demands 
and rigor saying, “I’m just 
barely getting through 
now,” and, “I’ve heard there 
is a lot of  homework and 
responsibility.”  

Some students are feel-
ing confident because they 
will be joining older sib-
lings and friends who will 
be able to support them as 
freshmen. Most are expect-
ing to feel challenged and 
are hoping for support from 
their new teachers.

The person to motivate 
confidence and conviction 
in the transitioning eighth 
grade was their guest 
speaker, Allie Schadler, 
a former CTMS student. 
Schadler “optimizes the 
value of  hard work…a 

characteristic we consis-
tently try to instill in our 
students,” said CTMS prin-
cipal Lerona Dickson. 

Two honored guests 
were also to be present 
during CTMS transition: 
Rosanna Gabaldon, Arizona 

House Representative (Dis-
trict 2) and Ruben Reyes 
representing Congressman 
Raul Grijalva (District 3).

“The reward is seeing 
how the students have 
grown and developed since 
sixth grade,” said Dick-

son. “We have exceptional 
students and it is nice to 
see them advancing to the 
next stage of  their educa-
tional life … They are good 
kids and we are excited to 
celebrate their transition 
into high school!”

By Reneé Curren

Coatimundi MS

Photo by Reneé Curren
As part of their commitment to excellence and completion, CTMS eighth-grade students sign the 
Commitment to Graduate (C2G) banners displayed in their multi-purpose room. Here students 
gather for an informal photo op with their banners.

at Mountain View Elementary 
in between.

Elaine Lewis was princi-
pal at two of  the schools Sea-
man taught at, Tubac and San 
Cayetano. She calls Seaman the 
“calm, underlying, steady heart-
beat of  the school.”

“She was diligent, prepared, 
creative, respectful and reli-
able,” Lewis remembered fondly. 
“She has quietly yet forcefully 
inspired, always maintaining 
the belief  that each child can 
and will learn and will enjoy 
doing so.”

Every fall, Seaman would tell 
colleagues that she was always 
anxious to get back to school 
and was never tired of  teaching.  

The recent loss of  her hus-
band has prompted her to move 
to Iowa to be around family. 

She’ll miss the district and 
the bonds formed here. “I feel 
we have more togetherness and 
family support in our district 
than in larger districts,” Sea-
man said.  “We know each other 
by name, we call the superinten-
dent by his first name--everyone 
is helping each other out.”

She has taught first, second 
and third grade in the Santa 
Cruz Valley Unified School 
District at Tubac, San Cayetano 
and Mountain View Elementary.

For the last 15 years, she’s 
been a reading intervention 
teacher and, most recently, has 
managed San Cayetano’s read-
ing intervention program. 

“She really cares about what 
she does and gets kids reading,” 
said Lily Montenegro, San Cay-

etano first grade teacher.  “She 
never quits on these kids and 
they all want to read with her.”

Kindergarten teacher Melin-
da Scanlan describes Seaman as 
“tenacious” and a “supportive 
leader.”

While Seaman is moving 
to the Midwest, she won’t be 
completely settled.  She loves 
to travel, especially to places 
with wide open spaces, such as 
Alaska.

She also plans to spend a 
month each winter back in 
Santa Cruz County.  A friend is 
providing her “cheap rent” in 
Tumacácori. 

“It will be an adjustment, 
I know, going back to winter,” 
Seaman said with a smile. 
“That’s why I’ll be back every 
year. The weather and the 
people are tough to leave.”         

SEAMAN
Continued from Page 1

This newsletter is 
published

at no cost to tax 
payers.

Thank you to the 
Nogales

International and 
to advertisers for 

their support.
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Areli Diaz. Students of  the year 
including the following: English, 
Jose Velasquez; math, Jonah Mc-
Coy; science, Diaz; social studies, 
Ruben Martinez; fine arts, Ritchie 
Brennan; Helpful Hawk, Adrian 
Valle; Spanish, Luis Daniel Rome-
ro.

Also, PE, Sean Fanning; com-
puter maintenance, Isaac Herrera; 
culinary arts, Victoria Mercado; 
JROTC, James Quijada; law en-
forcement, Jose M. Rivas; nursing 
services/CAN, Paloma Orozco; 
sports medicine, Eyline Velasquez; 
and Cima SOAR, Ashley Quiroz.

The principal’s award went to 
Alex Arizpe, and Josh Godinez 
won the assistant principal award.

Numerous local groups award-
ed scholarships to graduating 
seniors. The Shipley Family Foun-
dation scholarship, worth $1,000 
each, went to Ruben Bojorquez, 
Clarissa De La Ossa, Luis Oviedo 
and Josh Manriquez.

The Rio Rico Rotary likewise 
awarded $1,000 scholarships to 
Diaz, Justin Fischer, and Manuel 
Pena. Cristina Molina garnered a 
Tubac Rotary scholarship worth 
$1,500. Winning $1,000 Tubac 
Rotary awards were Analaura 
Villegas and Oviedo. A combined 
Rio Rico/Tubac Rotary Comeback 
Kid scholarship, worth $1,000, was 
awarded to Martin Murrieta.

Sodexo’s $3,000 award went to 
Mercado. The Mariposa Commu-
nity Health Center $2,500 scholar-
ships were given to Sam Sneed 
and Molina. Celine Alvarez and 
Jasmin Aguilar won $1,000 Santa 
Cruz Realtor Benevolent Founda-
tion Scholarships. The Santa Cruz 
County 4-H Scholarship, valued at 
$2,000 each, was awarded to Marlee 
Baxter, Aaron Cluff  and Halle 
DeWitt.

Cesar Castillo won the Ameri-
can Legion Madera Post 131 award, 
worth $1,000. Baely Ahumada won 
the $1,000 award from the VFW 
Santa Cruz Post 2066. Villegas won 
a $500 award from the American 
Legion post. The Military Officers 
Association of  America $1,500 
scholarship went to Quijada. Dan-
iela Havenar won the $500 LTC B. 
Tom Dingwall JROTC Scholarship.

Sneed won the $1,000 Mediacom 
World Class Scholarship. Andres 
Quintero won the $500 Alpha Gam-

ma Rho award. Cristina Molina 
received the $1,000 GFWC Nogales 
Women’s Club Scholarship. Eyline 
Velasquez and Fischer won Uni-
source scholarships, worth $1,500 
each. Liberty Utilities awarded 
Isabel Campos a $500 scholarship. 
Awards of  $1,000 each from the Rio 
Rico Property Owner’s Associa-
tion went to Brennan, Clarrisa 
Aguilar and De La Ossa.

Campos won a $2,200 Bob 
Brubaker scholarship. Diaz won 
a $1,000 scholarship awarded by 
Rich River Athletics Club. DeWitt, 
Luis Rubio and De La Ossa each 
won Santa Cruz County Cowbelles 
scholarships worth $1,000 each. 
The Green Valley Elks Lodge 
awarded Orozco an award worth 
$880, and another to Villegas worth 
$745. Villegas also won a $2,000 
Hi-Art Scholarship from the Tubac 
Center of  the Arts.

The Asociacion de Maquila-
dores de Sonora awarded $1,000 
scholarships to Sneed, Aguilar, 
Bojorquez, Jacqueline Molina, 
and Villegas. Winners of  the 
Jando Meza Memorial Scholar-
ship, worth $750 each, include 
Bojorquez, Victoria Lee Valencia, 
Rubio, DeWitt, German F. Arana, 
Fischer and Fanning.

Valeria Cabello won the $1,000 

Oaks Scholarship. The Santa Cruz 
County Community Foundation 
Endowed Scholarship, worth 
$1,000, went to Victor Rodriguez. 
Tubac Fire Department awarded a 
$1,000 scholarship to Ruben Mar-
tinez. The $1,000 Nogales Rotary 
Club – William I. Rothstein Memo-
rial Scholarship was awarded to 
Quijada.

Ralph Romero, McCoy and 
Alexandra Schadler each won 
$500 Santa Cruz County School 
Superintendent’s Office Scholar-
ships. The Sgt. Alex Bermudez 
Memorial Scholarship, valued at 
$500, went to Fanning and Rubio. 
Vaughn Francisco won the $1,000 
Friends of  SCVUSD, CTE Scholar-
ship. Aguilar won the MLK Essay 
Competition, worth $750.

A $5,000 scholarship provided 
by the Adelante Foundation went 
to Velasquez. Villegas won the 
$1,500 Giumarra Companies’ 
Scholarship. She, along with 
Valeria Torres, won $1,000 Vanessa 
Huerta Foundation scholarships. 
The Nogales Fire Dept. awarded 
Aniza Estrada a $1,000 scholarship.

University awards
Colleges and universities 

contributed many thousands of  
dollars in scholarship money this 

year, as usual.
From the University of  Ari-

zona, Damian Chavira won the 
University Fine Arts Tuition 
Award, worth $8,000, renewable 
for up to four years. He also won 
the UA Julius Humphrey Jazz 
Scholarship, valued at $1,000. The 
following students won Wildcat 
Excellence awards: Karen Cruz, 
Brennan, Campos, Quijada and 
Jose Velasquez won $8,000; 

Celine Alvarez, DeWitt, Orozco, 
Gemma Rodriguez, Sneed, Zuleyka 
Tabaraz won $5,000 each; Cathe-
rine Joy Demotica, Adlemy Yocu-
picio Herrera and Rafael Romero 
each won $4,000; McCoy won an 
award valued at $10,000; Keven 
Pierce won a $3,500 award; Melanie 
Quintero-Cardenas won a $2,500 
prize; and Lizette Gonzalez won a 
$2,000 award. Alicia Contreras won 
a one-time $1,000 award.

McCoy and Alli Richardson 
won an Arizona State Univer-
sity award worth $10,000. Other 
students with ASU scholarships 
included the following: Cruz, Cam-
pos, Molina and Brennan walked 
away with $8,000 scholarships 
each; $6,000 prizes went to Gonza-
lez, Ruben Bojorquez, Sneed, Oro-
zco and Diaz; a $3,000 award was 

AWARDS
Continued from Page 1

SEE Awards / Page 14

Photo by Carol Cullen
Tubac and Rio Rico Rotary Clubs present scholarship awards.  From left:  Martin Murrieta ($1000), Luis Oviedo ($1000), By-
ron Thompson (Tubac Rotary), Areli Diaz ($1500) , Tony Vartola (Rio Rico Rotary), Analaura Villegas ($1000), Manuel Peña 
($1000), Cristina Molina ($1500) , Justin Fischer ($1000).
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mornings. As St. Clair puts 
it, “Good habits die hard.”

Students who would 

like to be NJHS members 
must carry a 3.5 grade 
average and manage their 
way through a demanding 
application process that 
showcases for a faculty 
panel their willingness to 
work. The induction cer-

emony is filled with sym-
bolic reverence of  candles 
and white roses. A key note 
speaker is typically a previ-
ous CTMS NJHS member 
to connect with induct-
ees as someone who has 
walked in their shoes. 

St. Clair has added to 
the induction ceremony 
the JROTC color guard 
and sabre guard from Rio 
Rico High School, many 
of  whom are CTMS NJHS 
alumni. They are more 
than formal decoration, 

however. “I want the in-
ductees to feel important,” 
says St. Clair, and indeed 
they do. The CTMS jazz 
band also complements 
the event with background 
music before and after the 
ceremony.

Awards
Continued from Page 12

won by Romero; and $2,000 
awards were taken home 
by Yuliana Diaz, Alicia 
Contreras, Javier Cota and 
Eileen Acosta.

From Northern Arizona 
University, German Arana, 
Acosta, Rosalina Astrain, 
Magdiel Brencomo, Victo-
ria Chacon, Yuliana Diaz, 
Lizette Gonzalez, Claudia 
Gracia, Manriquez, Mo-
lina, Rodriguez and Rafael 
Romero each won $4,000 
Dean’s Scholarships. 

NHS Lumberjack 
Scholarships worth more 
than $10,000 went to Luis 
Quizada, Yocupicio Her-
rera, Cruz, DeWitt, Patrick 
Hays, Arlin Palafox and 

Sneed. NHS Presidential 
Scholarships, valued at 
$7,000 each, went to Alva-
rez, Valeria Arvizu, Bren-
nan, Areli Diaz, Orozco, 
Victoria Salcedo and Ey-
line Velasquez.

Grand Canyon Univer-
sity was also very active in 
handing scholarships. The 
GCU 2017 President Schol-
arship, worth $7,750, was 
won by Orozco, Yocupicio 
Herrera, Cruz, Francisco 
Vaughn, Areli Diaz, Sneed, 
Romero, Yulliana Diaz and 
Valeria Cabello. The uni-
versity’s Dean Scholarship, 
worth $5,750, went to Emily 
Rivadeneyra, Fanning, 
Oviedo, De La Ossa, Valen-
cia and Natalie Burgos. 

The GCU Provost 
Scholarship, worth $6,750, 
was awarded to Alvarez, 

Anasofia Robles, Valeria 
Escobar, Chacon, Eyline 
Velasquez and Fischer. The 
GCU Faculty Scholarship, 
valued at $4,750, went to 
Havenar, Acosta, Palafox 
and Massiel Mendoza. And 
the $3,750 Antelope Schol-
arship was won by Ana 
Santacruz.

Athletic, military 
awards

A number of  athletic 
scholarships were an-
nounced during the cer-
emony, as well. Janice Gar-
cia and Oviedo won $2,500 
scholarships from Pima 
Community College. Vale-
ria Torres and Manriquez 
won $10,000 scholarships 
from Benedictine Univer-
sity in Arizona. Schadler 

won a full-ride scholar-
ship at the University of  
Washington amounting to 
$50,000. Ulysses Puig and 
Jesus Vega won $22,000 
awards from Lindenwood 
University in Illinois. 

Matthew Downs won a 
$14,000 scholarship from 
Defiance College in Ohio. 
Baxter won a $17,000 award 
from Tabor College in 
Kansas. De La Ossa won 
a $6,300 scholarship from 
Valley City State Univer-
sity in North Dakota. Va-
lencia won a $14,000 award 
from Central Christian 
College in Kansas. Fischer 
won a $2,000 grant from 
Paradise Valley Communi-
ty College. And Arana and 
Martin Ochoa won $12,000 
scholarships from Arizona 
Christian.

A number of  military 
scholarships were an-
nounced, too. Ahumada 
won a $250,000 scholar-
ship from the G.I. Bill. 
Carlos Varela garnered a 
$149,000 G.I. Bill scholar-
ship. Vaughn Franciso and 
Cooper Stern won $100,000 
awards from the U.S. Navy 
G.I. Bill. 

The U.S. Marines Dis-
tinguished Athlete Award 
went to Schadler. Fischer 
was given the U.S. Marines 
Scholastic Excellence 
Award. The U.S. Marines 
Semper Fidelis Award for 
Musical Excellence went to 
Brennan. And a Congres-
sional Certificate of  Rec-
ognition Award, from the 
office of  Arizona Congress-
man Raul Grijalva, went to 
Ahumada.

Honor
Continued from Page 10

Heather Wales, a 
parent of  a contes-
tant said, “Watching 
my son participate 
in this event made 
me proud. He took 
on the challenge 
of  preparing and 
cooking a yummy 

but healthy snack 
against 11 other stu-
dents and he did it 
without hesitation.  

“He now wants 
to help out in the 
kitchen as often as 
possible. I believe 
that this event 
showed him that he 
can achieve any-
thing he sets his 
mind to.”

Year			   Student					     School			   Entry

2014			  Dior Velez					     San Cayetano		  Pesto parmesan Italian sandwich

2015			  Sandra Escobar				    Peña Blanca		  Salad

2016			  Marcelo Ibarra Vallejo			   Calabasas			   Mexican huevo bagel

2017			  Martin Echeverria Fuentes		  Calabasas			   Spaghetti

Chef
Continued from Page 6
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No Dental Insurance?  
No problem!

Member Benefit Program 
as low as $189 a year.  

• NO Deductible
• NO Maximums
• Includes Cosmetic Procedures
• Covers 100% of Preventative 

Dentistry

It’s not insurance, it’s smarter!
Only available at Sunshine Dentistry AZ

(520) 761-1600
www.SunshineDentistryAZ.com

855 W. Bell Road, Suite 600 Nogales, AZ 85621
Some exceptions may apply.  Call for details.

Dentistry az

Bill Ardito, D.D.S.
General & Cosmetic Dentistry
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By Tonya Yanez

Calabasas School

Parents’ ‘tech’ nights boost abilities, skills

Digital media teacher arrives

In order to keep 
up with the world of  
technology, Calabasas 
School has introduced 
a new program, “The 
Teching Out Santa 
Cruz Parent Night,” 
and it’s been very suc-
cessful so far. Jennifer 
Prusak, district tech-
nology integration 

specialist, is leader 
and creator of  the 
program.

“The Teching Out 
Santa Cruz Parent 
Night” is an oppor-
tunity for parents 
to learn about the 
technology that their 
students are using in 
the district, and how 
they can help their 
child succeed at home 
using our digital tools. 

It all started last 
year with staff  mem-
bers who were offered 
monthly tech train-
ing sessions in which 
they could share ideas, 
learn new strategies, 
and practice new 
learning techniques. 

This year training 
was opened for par-
ents as well. Calabasas 
has been the first site 

to participate so far. 
“If  you are looking 

for ways to help your 
kids at home or just 
needing some technol-
ogy knowledge your-
self, next (school) year 
Calabasas will be hold-
ing these Tech Nights 
once a month and 
everyone is welcome,” 
said Prusak.

The only thing you 
need to bring is “an 
eagerness to learn 
and a desire to have 
fun with technology,” 
Prusak added, “We are 
very excited about the 
success and participa-
tion we’ve had so far. 
We hope to continue 
next year to help all of  
Santa Cruz in becom-
ing more Tech savvy, 
and to help all of  our 
students succeed.”

Rio Rico High School staff  wel-
comes Jesse Fahrenz as the new 
digital communications teacher 
in the Career and Technical Edu-
cation (CTE) department starting 
in August.  

Fahrenz obtained his Bachelor 
of  Arts in graphic design from 
Ft. Lewis College in Durango, 
Colo. He worked as an intern in a 
print shop where he designed and 
produced banners, billboards, and 
other large advertisements.  

Fahrenz is excited to be teach-
ing classes in graphic design and 
digital communications. Students 
in his classes will learn about 
the impact that increased use of  
digital media through advertising 
has on consumers.  

They will also learn about the 
consumer’s roles and responsi-
bilities when using various forms 
of  social media. His students 
will use computer software and 
digital/video cameras to commu-
nicate ideas “to others in the form 
of  brochures, posters, and other 

class projects.”  
Fahrenz’s students will learn 

how to provide “live streaming” 
of  various announcements and 
activities for the district and will 
create the 2018 RRHS yearbook.

His wife, Monique, teaches 
third grade at San Cayetano El-
ementary School.

Photo by John Fanning
The last tech night was so successful that they ran out of places for everyone.

By Patti Schmalzel

Rio Rico High School

Photo by Patti Schmalzel
With a background in graphic design, 
Jesse Fahrenz will be teaching that 
subject along with digital communi-
cations at Rio Rico High School when 
school resumes in August.




