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Giselle Herrera works on her page. She has been busy interviewing students about their future
travel plans since this year’s high school yearbook theme is “Our Journey.”

High school yearbook
takes effort from many

By Carol Miller

Rio Rico High School

Catching time in a bottle
may be an impossibility, but
capturing moments in time,
along with all the won-
derful memories of high
school, is accomplished
each year in the Rio Rico

High School yearbook.

Kit Rendon, Rio Rico
High School business
teacher, is in her second
year overseeing the school
yearbook, and has put some
of last year’s difficult les-
sons into practical learn-
ing and hands-on business

skills training in her fourth

period yearbook class.
“Last year was crazy,”

Rendon admits. “Trying

to learn it all as we went

along. It could be a little

frustrating.

SEE YEARBOOK/ PAGE 14
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“We believe that everyone will experience
successful learning every day.”

Two schools are host for
area learning conference

By Renee Curren
Coatimundi MS

During an ordinary
Thursday afternoon
in October, Coati-
mundi Middle School,
along with its partner
school, Mountain
View Elementary,
had the extraordinary
privilege of hosting
a Southern Arizona
Networking Confer-
ence.

The event provided
an opportunity for
leaders and staff mem-
bers from Southern
Arizona 21st Century

SEE CONFERENCE/ PAGE 13

Photo by Margarita Nilsen
Jazmyn Solarez at work in 21st Cen-
tury class homework center.

$25,000 grant is won by
San Cayetano Elementary

By Len Johnson

grader and a week of

San Cayetano Elementary
San Cayetano Elemen-
tary’s booster club and
staff had been fundrais-
ing for three years to buy
a large shade structure
for their playground.

online voting to finally
get it.

The letter written by
Sophia Renteria landed
the school a $25,000 grant
from Lowe’s, a national
home improvement store
chain.

However, it took three

paragraphs from a fifth-

SEE SHADE/ PAGE 14
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Students give us much to cheer for

Superintendent’s Letter

By David Verdugo

Superintendent
Santa Cruz Valley Unified School District

It’s hard to believe we are head-
ing into the home-stretch of the
2015-16 school year. This year has

been a good one for us. Some of the
highlights include:

« We had a smooth opening in
the fall, especially with our newest
school, Calabasas School, -- our only
PreK-8 school that we created by con-
solidating Pena Blanca Elementary
and Calabasas Middle School.

« Our student enrollment is up by
100 students from the previous year,
bringing our student enrollment to
over 3,400.

» We celebrated the accomplish-
ments of San Cayetano Elementary
and Coatimundi Middle Schools
--two of 26 Arizona public schools to
earn the A+ School of Excellence™
award for the 2014-2015 school year.
They join Calabasas School in hold-
ing this distinction for the next three
years.

« Rio Rico High School, once
again, was recognized by U.S. News
& World Report as a Silver “Best
High School” in their Best High
Schools 2015 rankings.

« San Cayetano won the Lowe’s
National Writing Competition,
thanks to their fifth grade student,
Sophie Renteria, who penned the
winning entry. The school was
awarded $25,000 to build a shade
structure for the school playground.

« Rio Rico High School was one
of two Arizona high schools cho-
sen to receive a new athletic field
though the “Neighborhood Heroes”
program sponsored by the Arizona
Cardinals and Walmart. Proposed
renovations include field irriga-
tion, new grass and possibly a new
scoreboard.

* RRHS junior Allie Schadler
was named Gatorade Arizona Girls
Cross Country Runner of the Year.
This is the second year in a row that
a RRHS runner has won this award;
Carlos Villarreal won the boys
award in 2014-15.

- Fifteen RRHS students received
prestigious awards from Cambridge
International Examinations. Angel

Ojeda, sophomore, received the “Top
of the Country” award in biology.

In October, our schools received
their test results from the first
administration of the AzZMERIT in
March, 2015. AzZMERIT (Arizona’s
Measurement of Educational Readi-
ness to Inform Teaching) is intended
to measure Arizona’s newest stan-
dards, created in 2010, replacing
the AIMS (Arizona’s Instrument to
Measure Standards) test.

We intend to use these results
as our baseline information from
which we will chart our improved
student performance in subsequent
years. The next administration
of this test will be in March 2016.
(Please see Mr. Schadler’s article on
our performance, Page 5).

My hope is that with the contin-
ued support from our parents and
community members, our students’
achievements will soar to new
heights.

Board members can be contacted through the district office:

SANTA GRUZ VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 35

(520) 281-8282

or by writing to:
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Mountain View Elementary

This year Mountain
View Elementary made
changes in its existing pro-
cedures to enhance student
safety.

“As a parent myself, 'm
a real stickler for safety,”
said Principal Christopher
Jackson, who instituted the
changes that directly im-
pact school lockdown, fire
prevention, and dismissal
procedures.

In the fall, teachers
attended meetings where
school safety and Arizona
state law were covered.

“The atmosphere in
the trainings was very
serious,” said fifth grade
teacher Tracy Hall. “We
discussed worst case sce-
narios and what each one
of us should do in an actual
emergency.”

Then the campus began

LAy

ARIZCYA

practicing spontaneous fire
and lockdown drills with
a vigilant eye for ongoing
improvement. Fire drills
for example, were not only
evaluated by how long it
took to evacuate the school
to a safe area farther from
the building than before,
but how efficiently the exo-
dus was performed.
“Initially it took six
minutes to move our entire
school population across
the field to safety,” said
school secretary Veronica
Avila. “Now we can do it in

five minutes and hope to
improve upon that.”

Another example of en-
hanced safety is the student
“pick-up” policy. Previously
children left their class-
rooms and walked unat-
tended to vehicles waiting
outside. Now at dismissal,
students in grades K-2
designated as “pick-up”
students are escorted by
an adult into the school
library where they wait for
parents with proper identi-
fication.

“All of our parents’ com-

£
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At left, Savannah Lopez picks up her daughter, Lyra, at Moun-
tain View Elementary. “l feel a lot better knowing my child is

safe,” she said.

Above, Following Mt. View’s new safety procedures, Maria
Chavez picks up her children Angel and Stephanie from kinder-

garten teacher Monica Salas.

ments have been positive,”
said Principal Jackson,
after the new program was
introduced. “It’s a bit of

a hassle coming in to get
your child but everyone I've
spoken to thinks it’s well
worth it.”

Savannah Lopez, moth-
er of kindergarten student
Lyra Lopez, echoed his
remark. “I feel a lot better
knowing my daughter is
safe,” she said.

School security policies
prohibit publishing details
of the school’s lockdown
procedures, “but rest

assured Mountain View
students are as safe as they
can be,” said Mr. Jackson.

Then with a twinkle
he added, “So far the only
intruder we’ve had on
campus has been a skunk...
and we were even ready for
him!”

For more information
concerning any safety pro-
cedures in place at Moun-
tain View Elementary,
please contact the school
office at (520) 375-8401.
Comments or questions are
always welcomed.

Office of the
WNTA CRUZ COUNTY

casurer

Liz Gutfahr

Treasurer

2150 N. Congress Dr. Ste. 104
Nogales, Arizona 85621

S

(520) 575-7967
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'Fit & Fun Challenge’
program gets kids moving

By Chris Bachelier
Mix It Up Nutrition Education Director

Elementary students should
get 60 minutes of physical activ-
ity a day. However many students
only get one 20 minute recess once
a week. Add to that the amount
of time they spend in front of
screens, either playing video
games or watching TV, and that
means that most students do not
get the recommended amount of
activity on a regular basis.

The Mix it Up Nutrition educa-
tion program is trying to promote
more daily physical activity with
their “Fit and Fun Challenge”
program. The program encour-
ages students to get 30 minutes
of physical activity 4 days a
week outside of their school day.
Students are given a card to track
their activities every month.

At the end of the month the
cards are turned in at school
and the classroom with the most
returned cards receives the Fit
and Fun trophy for that month.
All three SCVUSD elementary
schools are participating in the
challenge.

Parents can also participate
in the Fit and Fun challenge with
their child. On the back side of
the card is a Parent/Adult Partner
Challenge. Parents can exercise
right along with their child to
encourage them to get their daily
exercise. It helps them reach the
recommended 30 minutes daily
physical activity for adults and
keep a New Year’s resolution.

A few inexpensive activities
that parents and students can
easily do together are walking,
biking, dancing to music or to a
video, or playing together. The
idea is to pick something that both
you and your child enjoy so that it
will be easy to continue.

Also limiting screen time or
replacing it with movement activi-
ties will also help children reach
their physical activity goals.

Encouraging students to par-
ticipate in walking clubs or walk-
to-school days can increase their

ﬂ‘w ‘ﬂ‘, ﬂs,q - ﬂﬁ?
Fit and Fun!
Parent/Adult Partner Challenge

Active Togsther!

| 30min 30 min 30 min 30 min
30 min 30 min 30 min 30 min
30 min 30 min 30 min 30 min
30 min 30 min 30 min 30 min
Parent/adult, please track your physical aclivity above.
complated the Fit & Fun Partner
Adult’s name Challenge.

Thank you for encouraging your child
in this challenge!

Fit & Funl is a collaborutive Nutrition Nebwork and schools in
Nogales and Rio Rico. Funding for this program Is from USDA-SNAP through
the Arizona Nutrition Metwork at ADHS.

activity levels. Both Mountain
View and Calabasas School have
regular walk-to-school events.
Check with your parent liaison
about dates and availability of
walking clubs.

Other activities that promote
physical activity are exercise
or dance videos. Encouraging
children to try a new activity or
join a sports team are also good
ideas to get them up and moving.
Use sedentary activities such as
video games and watching TV as
rewards once they complete 60
minutes of physical activity.

For more information and
ideas on how to be active as a
family go to http://wwwletsmove.
gov/active-families

If you are interested in more
ideas about physical activity or a
nutrition education class, please
feel free to contact Chris Bach-
elier, program director, at cbach@
cals.arizona.edu or (520) 281-2994,
Ext. 114.

Funding for this program is
from USDA-SNAP through the
Arizona Nutrition Network at
ADHS.

New teaching approaches
focus on learning styles

By Mark Dittmar
Mountain View Elementary

Principal Christopher Jack-
son believes a key component to
student success is the classroom
teacher so he’s brought two cut-
ting-edge teaching approaches
to Mountain View Elementary
School: Response to Interven-
tion (RTI), and Differentiated
Instruction (DI).

The purpose of this training
is to equip teachers with the
knowhow to reach an ever-
broadening range of students
who call Mountain View
“home.”

In short, DI seeks to reach all
students, especially those who
may be struggling academically
and need more support. To do
this, teachers are learning to
identify how individual children
best learn. Auditory learners,
for example, learn best through

song; visual learners through
images. Ongoing evaluations
and end-of-a-unit tests provide
useful data to speed the process.

RIT, a subset of DI, is a way
of identifying students who
require extra support early on
and providing increasing levels
of diverse support so they will
be successful.

Children have different levels
of readiness, varying learning
profiles and assorted interests
so it’s a challenge for a teacher
to help them all succeed, but
the RIT and DI instructional
approaches have proven to help
level the playing field.

“RTI and DI are like two
sides of the same coin,” said
Instructional Specialist Michele
Titcomb. “The purpose of both
methods is to individualize in-
struction to meet as many needs
as possible.”

And that’s the goal of good
teaching.

Photo/Mark Dittmar

Amanda Chambers-Huerta identifies and instructs a group of kinesthetic

learners in her class.



AzMERIT measures more rigorous standards than AIMS

By Stephen Schadler

Assistant Superintendent
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment

In October, Santa Cruz Valley Unified School
District No. 35 received test results from the
Spring 2015 administration of the State’s new-
est student assessment, AzZMERIT -- Arizona’s
Statewide Achievement Assessment for English
Language Arts and Mathematics.

AzMERIT (Arizona’s Measurement of Edu-
cational Readiness to Inform Teaching) is in-
tended to measure Arizona’s newest standards,
created in 2010, replacing the AIMS (Arizona’s
Instrument to Measure Standards) test.

For the last six months, the Arizona Depart-
ment of Education (ADE) and districts have
been preparing teachers and parents for what,
at first glance, appear to be shockingly lower
results than the previous AIMS test. These
results, though lower for our district and for
every other Arizona school district, are not
shocking. Rather, they are expected, and we at
SCVUSD embrace the story they convey.

Two important points are to be made. First,
results from the two tests — AIMS and AzMERIT
- are not comparable. They are different tests,
measuring different standards and with signifi-
cantly different expectations.

To compare the results would be like at-
tempting to use an oven-thermometer to
measure one’s temperature for a fever. The
instruments, though both used to measure
temperature, are designed to measure different
things. Each is calibrated against a different set
of standards for purposes of measuring differ-
ent environments or traits. They are not inter-
changeable, nor are the results comparable.

To this point, AzZMERIT measures signifi-
cantly more difficult and more rigorous stan-
dards than did the AIMS test.

The second point is specifically directed to
parents. When you see your student’s results,
and you are tempted to compare it to your
student’s AIMSs results, remember this . .. your
child is the same talented person they were
prior to taking the AzZMERIT test.

Think of it this way -- your son [or daughter]
is a star player on the Junior Varsity basketball
team. When the coach suddenly asks him to
play Varsity one night, don’t be surprised if he
struggles. He is the same star player with the
same skills set that he had yesterday, but now
he is playing in an environment with a much
higher expectation. That is similar to what
we’re seeing with AzZMERIT scores.

For SCVUSD, results from the AzZMERIT
tests depict a new “starting” point from which
we will examine the district’s long-term edu-
cational growth and development. Comparing
year-to-year results, aggregated at a district
level, is useful for examining how well the
district is performing over time. This is our
beginning year — our beginning point for future
comparisons.

AzMERIT - Percentage Proficient or
Highly Proficient

English Language Arts
Arizona SCVUSD No. 35 Difference
Grade 3 40 32 -8
Grade 4 42 33 -9
Grade 5 32 27 -5
Grade 6 36 28 -8
Grade 7 33 22 -1
Grade 8 35 31 -4
Grade 9 26 22 -4
Grade 10 32 21 -1
Grade 11 30 16 -14

AzMERIT - Percentage Proficient or
Highly Proficient

Math

Arizona SCVUSD No. 35 Difference
Grade 3 42 36 -6
Grade 4 42 39 -3
Grade 5 40 48 8
Grade 6 40 29 -4
Grade 7 31 20 -1
Grade 8 34 35 1
Grade 9 -
Algebra 1 32 35 3
Grade 10 -
Geometry 30 21 -9
Grade 11 -
Algebra Il 30 3 -27

Students were tested in grades 3-11 in two
subject areas: English-Language Arts and
Mathematics. Scores were categorized into one
of four performance levels: minimally profi-
cient, partially proficient, proficient and highly
proficient. The latter two levels are considered
passing scores.

In English-Language Arts, the percentage
of SCVUSD students passing in each grade

(grades 3-11) ranged from 16 to 33 percent, com-
pared to statewide results of 30 to 42 percent.
SCVUSD grades 3, 4, and 8 performed highest,
with passing rates at 32, 33, and 31 percent
respectively. Grade 11 was the lowest with 16
percent passing.

In Mathematics, the percentage of students
passing in each grade (grades 3-11) ranged from
3 to 48 percent, compared to statewide results
of 30 to 42 percent. SCVUSD grades 3, 4, and 5
performed highest, with passing rates at 36, 39
and 48 percent respectively.

Grades 5, 8 and 9 exceeded the statewide
passing percentage for the grade level (Math-
ematics), with SCVUSD fifth grade students ex-
ceeding the statewide passing rate by 8 percent.

To better understand SCVUSD’s results, the
SCVUSD curriculum and instruction staff has
already compared that which was taught with
that which was tested. They did this by working
with teachers to compare each test’s blueprint,
called performance level descriptors, with each
of SCVUSD’s curriculum calendars. Calen-
dars provide SCVUSD teachers with standards
and timelines for each grade and subject area.
Within only a few days, they found answers.

For example, the curriculum calendar for
Algebra II (grade 11), the district’s weakest
performing area with only three percent of the
students passing this exam, was found to have
many of its standards measured by the exam
taught after the exam was administered. Work-
ing to correct this, the curriculum staff and
Algebra II teachers have now modified curricu-
lum calendars to be prepared for next year’s
exams.

The curriculum staff has been working with
teachers from each grade and subject area to
modify and align all SCVUSD calendars.

“This year everyone — at the state and dis-
trict levels — was anxious about the changes. We
have new, more rigorous standards, which in
turn, necessitates a new assessment. All of this
change makes us uncomfortable. Of course, we
want our students to be successful, so we never
like to see scores fluctuate as they are,” said
SCVUSD Superintendent Verdugo.

“On the other hand, I am glad that we are
holding the ‘bar’ higher — we are expecting
more, and we will be providing more. We are
already working together to make positive
changes for our students. I am optimistic that
everyone will win in this environment.”

For more information on AzMERIT, visit
www.azed.gov/assessment.
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(Guest musicians’ visits inspire at

By Amanda Dunn

Rio Rico High School

In 2014, Rio Rico High
School Band performed the
world premiere of “Band-
scapes,” while receiving
the once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to work with its
composer, Sy Brandon.

Music from all over
the world visits Rio Rico
High School through guest
musicians. The RRHS band
brings in an average of two
guest artists per year.

“Students can see for
themselves the power of ev-
ery note and chord through
world renowned compos-
ers,” said RRHS Band
Director Rachel Gasper, of
the guest musicians she has
invited over the years.

Gasper’s students are
able to see her lifelong dedi-
cation to music through
her performances with the
Green Valley Woodwind
Quintet, a local group of
musicians.

RRHS

Photo by Rachel Gasper

RRHS jazz band students find a new way to understand music through a guest visit by David Valdez.

you a sense of belonging.”

“When Moisés Paiewon-
sky visited the RRHS band
room, he inspired me,”
said Luis Fierro, a trom-
bone and clarinet player.
Paiewonsky’s performance
inspired Luis to continue
developing his natural
talent by adding more ex-
pression and feeling to his
music.

“Letting my students see
me play allows me to show
them first-hand how great
music can be,” said Gasper.

Students like Victoria
Salcedo, trumpet player,
enjoyed learning from the
Green Valley Woodwind
Quintet.

“I like listening to local
musicians because I can
see that my music can be a
lifestyle, not just a class,”

Salcedo said. “Band gives no and clarinet player, said

Hours Office:
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Gate Hours:
6am.-7p.m. 365 days
Closed for lunch: 12- 1p.m.

Next fo FH Hardware

allsafestoragerraz@gmail com
Wwuww.rioricoallsafesrorage.com

L

Mini - Boat - RV
e mate house keys
AT THE STORAGE PLAZA

1219 West Frontage Rdl.
Rio Rico, AZ 85648

920-371-1114

Cristina Molina, jazz pia-

Angelo Versace, University
of Arizona Director of Jazz
Studies, was her favorite
guest musician.

“He opened up my eyes
to what I can do in jazz
piano,” said Versace. “Ev-
ery guest musician helps us
strive to be the best we can
be.”

“Listening to David Val-
dez’s improvisations made
me look at improvising in a
new way,” said Victor Sino-

Y Writeus@

| editorial@

nogalesinternational
oM

hui, saxophone player.

The Rio Rico High
School Band and Gasper
invite guest musicians
because they teach students
to stay committed and work
hard for the things they
want. These rewarding
experiences will be what
students remember when
they move on to brighter,
more musical futures.



Summer travel a great

AL

By Amanda Dunn

Rio Rico High School

Travel opens up other
worlds for Rio Rico High
School students. Flying to
new places can be exciting as
well as educational, giving
students the opportunity to
see new places.

Together, students and
teachers make lasting memo-
ries encouraging student
growth and development.

Dagoberto Lopez, Director
of Cima Vista High School at
Rio Rico, and Lupe Delgado,
educator and International
Club Sponsor, are in the
middle of planning their 2017
trip to Europe.

“It’s a life changing expe-

option for some students

rience,” said Delgado. “I’ve
seen students’ self-confidence
improve, and they feel that
they can do anything after
they travel abroad.”

Students return from
overseas inspired to pursue
careers at the United Nations,
and motivated to become bi-
lingual, or even multilingual.
Learners make real world
connections between learning
history, art, languages, and
more when they visit places
like the Roman Forum and
Vatican City.

Delgado said that when
students visit the Coliseum
or Paris for the first time, she
can truly see the difference
travel makes in their lives.

=

Hed

Photo by Laura Berg
Victoria Salcedo, Jasmine Aguilar, Lisset Virgen, Alexis Yocupicio, and Israel Carpena, from left to right,
visit Alice in Wonderland in Central Park, New York, in June 2015.

“Students gain a sense of
cultural understanding and
respect. The more they know,
the more patient and compas-
sionate they become,” said
Delgado. “The compassion
these students exhibit for
each other is extraordinary.
Our students make the world
a better place.”

Students interested in trav-
eling a little closer to home,
work closely with Laura Berg,
social studies teacher. She and
her students venture across
the Eastern Seaboard, travel-
ing to Washington D.C., and
Arlington National Cemetery
with the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier, and the Statue
of Liberty in New York City.

LAS TERRAZAS APARTMENTS

1 Bedroom $422.00
2 Bedroom $476.00
3 Bedroom $572.00

On-Site Laundry

On-Site Playground

Central Air & Heat

Well Lighted

On-Site School Bus Pick Up
Gas Stoves - Electric Igniters
Frost-free Refrigerators

661 E. Patagonia Hwy
Nogales, AZ 85621
(520) 287-6610
TDD 1-800-367-8939
9:00am - 5:00pm Monday - Friday

Professionally Managed by
FWC Realty Services Corporation

“In accordance with Federal law and U.5. Department of Agriculture
policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, religion, sex and familial
status, sexual orientation and reprisal. (Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.)

If you wish to file a Civil Rights Program Complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program Discrimination complaint Form, found
lonline at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaintfilingcust.html, or at any
USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. Send your
completed complaint form or letter to us by U.S. department of
agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.
S.W., Washington D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at
programintake@usda.gov

L\ “Esta institucion es un @
Proveedor de lgual Oportunidad y Empleador” e

NOW HIRING
ASSISTANT TEACHER AT
NOGALES NEIGHBORHOOD
HEAD START

The positions require six months documented
experience working with pre-school age
children in a licensed classroom setting and
a High School diploma or GED.

Assistant Teacher - $10.34/hr. with HS Diploma or GED
Co-Teacher - $11.48/hr. with Center-Based,
Preschool option CDA
35 hrs./wk. 46 wks./yr.

Child-Parent Centers, Inc.
administers Project Head Start.
Call: 520-623-2512 for an Application Packet OR

by email: employment@childparentcenters.org OR
visit our website at www.childparentcenters.org

We offer a generous benefits package including 21 paid
holidays per program year, medical, dental and vision
insurance, life insurance, revenue sharing plan,
flexible spending account, health reimbursement

We are an AA/EEO Employer

arrangement, long-term disability and education assistance.
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with academic goals.
She meets with them
to support academic
recovery and, when
necessary, refers them
to the 21st Century
program for after-
school tutoring or

the homework center
during their first hour
of practice or game
time. This plan keeps
students motivated

as scholars as well as

Coatimundi MS

Madeline Del Rio,  ath]etes.
Coatimundi Middle Eligibility also re-
School sports program  quires regular school
director and Dean attendance and a high

of Students, is very
proud of her school
athletes.“Ultimately,”
she says, “our athletes
are students first.”

standard of athletic
sportsmanship, espe-
cially through difficult
times. Student athletes

live up to these chal- ~ ©ond from right.

_Del Rio runs an lenges by supporting  gpponents.
eligibility check once  each other through 0 f th t
every week to catch injuries and ensur- ) ne 0, e_ mqs
student athletes who  ing fair treatment for ~ impressive highlights
may be struggling themselves and their in CTMS athletes is

o~ F ELICIDADES =

por ganar $1,000.
NEREIDA C.

RIO RICO, ARIZONA

Para celebrar la TEMPORADA DE REEMBOLSOS, estamos
regalando $1,000 A 1,000 PERSONAS CADA DiA por
tiempo limitado. iPodrias ser nuestro préximo ganador!

ACROSS NOGALES HIGH SCHOOL, 1890 N FRANK REED RD, NOGALES, AZ 85621
520-281-0732

H&R
BLOCK

hrblock.com/grand

PASA POR UNA OFICINA O LLAMA AL
800-HRBLOCK (800-472-5625) Y HAZ TU CITA DE
PREPARACION DE TAXES HOY MISMO.

OFERTA POR TIEMPO LIMITADO. NO ES NECESARIO HACER UNA COMPRA.

Abierto a residentes legales de los EE.UU. (50 estados + DC & PR) mayores de 18 afios de
edad. Periodo de participacion: del 4 de enero de 2016 al 15 de febrero de 2016. Una
participacién por contribuyente con declaracion de taxes federal. Sorteos diarios del 16 de
enero de 2016 al 15 de febrero de 2016 + sorteo final el 19 de febrero de 2016; 1,000
ganadores por sorteo, 32,000 ganadores en total. Valor aproximado de venta (ARV) total:

$32,000,000. Nulo donde lo prohiba la ley. OBTP#B13696 ©2016 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

Para ver las Reglas Oficiales y el Método Alterno de Participacion, visite hrblock.com/grand.
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their ability to take on
several responsibili-
ties at once, wrapping
themselves around the
challenges and person-
al discipline that will
be required of them
in high school, college
and careers. Many
athletes are also jazz
band members and
maintain competitive
grade point averages.
Eighth grader
Alexa Colosio is one
such student, keeping
her grades at A's and
B’s while playing the
clarinet in jazz band,
volleyball, basketball
and soccer. “Our girls’
soccer team has been
undefeated for three
seasons straight,” says
Colosio, “and our bas-
ketball is undefeated
so far this season,
too.” She practices
eight hours or more
per week before and af-
ter school. Her whole
face lights up with
memories of winning
with her team, “the
best team I've played
with in soccer”.
Anacarolina Es-
pinosa, grade 8, has
recently been accepted
for All State Band,

auditioning on three
instruments, trumpet,
alto saxophone and
baritone saxophone,
while helping her soc-
cer team to their third
straight undefeated
season and keeping up
with advanced-level
Cambridge classes.

Alejandro De La
Rosa, grade 8, plays
the trumpet in band
while participating in
football, soccer, and
track. During football
season he practiced
as many as 12 hours
a week while keep-
ing his grades at B’s
and C’s. He relives
his favorite memory
with a humble smile,
“our football team was
undefeated and got a
trophy.”

Yudith Ibarra
Lopez and Gabriela
Rodriguez, grade 6,
are both cross country
athletes and in band.
Gabriela recently
placed 13 in the top 20
in one of her races.
Yudith just likes “run-
ning with the team”.
Gabriela is also a
STUCO (Student Coun-
cil) member.

Rene Arivizu, grade

Athletics are balanced with study

Photo by Margarita Nilsen

The girls’ soccer team warms up before a game with Carolina Colosio, front, and Anacarolina Espinosa, sec-

8, plays the saxophone
and is a recognized
athlete in both football
and basketball.

Being an intramu-
ral program, CTMS
sports teams have the
opportunity to com-
pete with other dis-
tricts such as Nogales,
Elgin, Sierra Vista,
and Little Red as well
as within the SCVUSD
district. Students may
choose from sports
that change quarterly
throughout the year.

To ensure personal
safety, each student
must be released for
participation by their
physician prior to the
season’s start. In the
heat of game competi-
tion students often
press themselves to
their peak athletic
ability.

“It is truly a beauti-
ful thing to watch,”
says Del Rio and
parents’ pride confirm
the same thing. Del
Rio adds, “They are
extremely positive and
supportive towards
each other and have
shown tremendous
self-control, courage,
and persistence.”



Young artists earn acclaim

By Jennifer Alejos

Calabasas School

We have three big
winners from Cala-
basas School. They
shared their art skills
and natural observa-
tion skills as scientists
in two significant
art contests, one for
Southern Arizona and
one for the state.

Introducing wild-
life into the classroom
stimulates scientific
inquiry. Calabasas
fourth- and fifth-grade
students studied mon-
arch butterflies and
their lifecycle. Ques-
tions arose such as,
“What do they eat?”
(answer: as caterpil-
lars they eat milk-
weed), and “How do
they get other animals
sick from the food they
eat?”

The Buenos Aires
National Wildlife
Refuge sponsored its
6th Annual Grass-
lands Fair in Sasabe
promoting pollinators
in an art contest. Fifth
grade students Ricky
Garcia and Ashley
Cervantes took home
first place and honor-
able mention, respec-
tively, in their grade
category, 3rd-5th.

As areward, the
Refuge is sending a
team, along with their
reptiles, to Calaba-
sas to present “For
Goodness Snakes,” an

educational demon-
stration that gives stu-
dents an opportunity
to observe and learn
more about reptiles.

In the winning
entries, the students
drew sticky butterflies
by using glue to out-
line their drawings.
They created an or-
ganic feel with gloopy
and imperfect lines.
Once dry, they prac-
ticed their technique
of creating different
values and blends
using dry pastels to
create a balanced and
symmetrical colorful
butterfly.

The Arizona
Department of Edu-
cation sponsored an
“I'm Proud to be an
Arizonan” themed art
contest this year, as
well. A panel of teach-
ers, artists, education
professionals, and the
Arizona State Super-
intendent of Public
Instruction Diane
Douglas met to judge
and select the winners
from the K-12 submis-
sions around the state.

Second grade stu-
dent Gianna Aguirre
won third place in
the kindergarten-3rd
grade division and
she was the only win-
ner from Santa Cruz
County.

She submitted
a colored drawing
of a Southern Ari-
zona landscape and
an essay. Her detailed
drawings are carefully
labeled with each ani-
mal’s name and plants
that she sees in her
backyard. She earned
$100. Her art will be on
display in the Phoenix
office until October.
An award reception
will be held in Phoe-
nix this March.

in 2 Arizona contests

Photo by Jennifer Alejos
Ricky Garcia won first
place for the grades 3-5
division for the Buenos
Aires National Wildlife
Refuge Grasslands Fair
art contest.

In her essay sub-
mission, she wrote,

“I am proud to be
an Arizonan because
of all the wildlife, all
the awesome plants,
and all the amazing
desert animals. [And
I’m proud] because
of all of the cool sky
sights when it rains
during monsoon sea-
son. I like it when the
lightening zigzags by
the mountains.

“Ilive in Rio Rico.
There are many cool
animals where I live.
On the way to school
deer jump in front of
my mommy'’s car. It
is super cool! There
are a lot of wildlife
in my backyard like
roadrunners, hawks,
coyotes, javalinas, and
rabbits.

“One day I want to
be a scientist helping
animals survive.”

XNLV255039
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DENTISTRY AZ

DR. BILL ARDITO

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY TEACHERS!
WE APPRECIATE YOU!

COME IN DURING FEBRUARY AND MARCH

FOR 10-20% OFF

YOUR DENTAL RESTORATIONS

(A.K.A. FILLINGS!) RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY, CALL FOR DETAILS.

OR

$1 NEwW PATIENT EXAM*

*$1 EXAM IS A $168 VALUE, INCLUDING DIGITAL X-RAYS

ALSO GREAT NEWS!

WE ARE NOW A PARTICIPATING PROVIDER
FOR AMERITAS FOR SANTA CRUZ COUNTY EMPLOYEES!

WE DO ACCEPT ALL*INSURANCES HOWEVER RATES MAY DIFFER.
(*NOT INCLUDING ACCESS)

XNLV255028
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Welcomes
Hector Torrez

Who will be opening and closing the graves. He will also assist the
families with concrete and block work as well as setting markers.

Our arrangers Alex Zuniga, Janeth Orozco and
Jorge Jimenez are always available

All families served by Adair’s Carroon Mortuary will receive a free
memorial video from photographs supplied by the family (value $250)

Adair’s Carroon Mortuary Le da la bienvenida a
Hector Torrez

Quien se hara cargo de los trabajos de el cementerio. Tambien
assistira a las familias con el concreto, trabajo de bloqueo y lapidas.

Nuestros consejeros Alex Zuniga, Janeth Orosco y Jorge Jimenez
siempre disponibles para asistencia en sus necesidades.

Todas las familias atendidas por Adair’s Carroon Mortuary recibiran
un video conmemorativo gratuito con fotografias facilitadas por la
familia (Vadair’s alor de $250.00)

1191 N. Grand Ave. Nogales, AZ ¢ Ph: 520.281.2424 ¢ Fax: 520.287.3234
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Teens can earn personal trainer certificate

By Carol Miller

Rio Rico High School

When talking to
high school students
about what they would
like to do with their
lives next, one of the
first things many
college-bound students
will do is ask what
fields are hiring and
will be continuing to
Srow.

The healthcare in-
dustry is consistently
one of the largest
industries in America,
according to the Unit-
ed States Department
of Labor, being the
number one industry
in many states already
and steadily climbing
in many others.

Rio Rico High
School’s Career and
Technical Education
(CTE) department has
long addressed this
by offering a Certified
Nursing Assistant

1780 N. Mastick Way, Ste. F

Nogales, AZ 85621

phone: 520.281.2387

fax: 520.281.0203

(CNA) class. Seniors
who complete the pro-
gram and pass the cer-
tification test to obtain
a Certified Nursing
Assistant certificate
are immediately able
to work as they seek
additional educational
opportunities towards
a nursing or doctoral
degree.

Now, for those stu-
dents who, by choice
or due to schedule
conflicts, are unable
to take advantage of
the CNA Certification,
CTE and RRHS are
happy to offer a new
certification option:
the Personal Trainer
Certification.

Students who
complete the Sports
Medicine program
are eligible to sit for
the National Personal
Trainer exam through

Action Personal Train-

ing, thus giving them
the opportunity to
earn Personal Trainer
credentials.

This isnot an
easy program by any
means, and getting
there is a challenging
path.

Students interested
in the program must
take the prerequisite
medical classes, just
as if they were start-
ing any of the medical

programs at RRHS.

Before they can
take Personal Train-
ing, they must then
pass Sports Medicine
1, a course address-
ing in-depth anatomy,
physiology and sport
injury management.
Students are trained
in weight manage-
ment, injury preven-
tion and rehabilita-
tion, nutrition and of
course exercise and
training basics.

Upon graduation,
students can get a job
in a gym and really
make a positive differ-
ence in people’s lives
and their health. It’s
a very different path,
but still a healthcare
path -- one which
works well for those
who want to be a
trainer, and who are
interested in mas-
sage, physical therapy;,
sport-specific medi-
cines, or those who
simply are unsure yet
ready to work hard as

Photo by Carol Cullen

Carol Miller, sports medicine teacher, moderates a student debate on “Should
we be able to transplant genes to create the perfect human?”

lifestyle habits -- nu-
trition, exercise and
body composition.
They identify their
own healthy, or not-
so-healthy, life choices
and work towards a
year-end goal.

By the second
year in the program,

they pursue additional students are doing the

in-depth pre-medical
training.

The course is
untraditional. In the
Sport Medicine 1
class, students begin
the process of keep-
ing personal training
journals while they
examine their own

ers Title

Best /ndustry Professionals

TITLE INSURANCE ESCROWS

www.lawyerstitlearizona.com

same for fellow stu-
dents, working with
the class instructor
to design programs,
learn different styles
of exercises and help
their clients under-
stand the basics of
nutrition.

This is the sec-

ond year with this
program. Students
are working hard to
prepare for testing in
April.

This year RRHS has
5 candidates who hope
to finish the work to
be eligible to sit for the
test

For students inter-
ested in getting into
the Trainer program,
please consult the
class schedule and
contact a counselor
during spring registra-
tion.

The initial classes
are open to sopho-
mores and continue

through senior year.
Only seniors who
complete all prereg-
uisites are eligible to
take Sport Medicine 2-
Personal Training.

For any questions
or to learn how you
can help support the
Personal Trainer
program, or any of the
CTE programs, please
feel free to contact Car-
ol Miller at cmiller@
santacruz.kl2.az.us

(Note: Carol Miller
is the instructor for
Sports Medicine at
RRHS.)

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PUBLISHED
AT NO COST TO TAX PAYERS.

THANK YOU TO THE NOGALES
INTERNATIONAL AND TO
ADVERTISERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT.




Holiday gifts pour in from residents, businesses

By Tonya Yanez

Calabasas School

During the holiday
season, families all
over the world partake
in gatherings to share
in each others’ compa-
ny. Families exchange
laughs, recipes, and
gifts. This is the same
feeling at Calabasas
PreK-8 School this past
holiday season.

The Calabasas staff
is very grateful to have
two fantastic parent
liaisons and a great
group of coaches who
wanted to make sure
the holidays were a

little merrier this year
for the students and
families of Calabasas.

Before the winter
break, the school’s
parent liaisons, Irma
Velez and Patricia
Alvarez, collected
more than 400 toys, 134
jackets, 45 gift certifi-
cates, and enough food
and produce to cre-
ate more than 20 food
baskets. This was the
second time Velez led
this collection.

“I saw a need for
our school. I wanted
our kids to have a bet-
ter Christmas,” said
Velez. “So I gathered
my parent volunteers
and we went out to
our community and
reached out and we
were able to get a lot
of much-needed dona-
tions.”

The first year they
surpassed their goal
so they increased it,
and more than tripled
their goal this year.
With very generous

donations from local
businesses, families,
students, and staff, ev-
ery elementary child
was able to choose

a toy to take home.
In addition, some
families got to eat a
little more, and some
children were a little
warmer over winter
break.

“It’s amazing how
much the community
helped,” said Alvarez.
“I am very proud to be
a part of it.”

“I would like to
send a big thanks
to our community
members,” said Alva-
rez. “Specifically, our
neighbors from ICE,
Nogales Clinic, Veg-
gies Produce, Maripo-
sa Community Health
Center, La Bocanita
Restaurant, Rio Rico
Pharmacy, The Italian
Peasant, Green Valley
Tutors and The Hilltop
Christian Church for
their donations to our
Santa Shop.

PR
LY

Photo by Tonya Yanez

The Calabasas Cougars and the Rio Rico Fire Department played a basketball
game and admission of a new unwrapped toy was the entry fee to the game. As
a result, more than 100 toys were collected.

“And big thanks to
our parent volunteers
for helping me make
this possible. And a
big thanks to Rio Rico
Fire Station and The
Rio Rico Board of
Realtors for the food
baskets and jackets do-
nated to our children.”

Adding to the
holiday spirit, Karla
Ramirez and Heather
Huerta, teachers and
coaches at Calabasas,
organized a basketball
game in which the
Calabasas Cougars
played against the Rio
Rico Fire Department

in order to collect toys
for local children. A
new, unwrapped toy
was the entry fee to
the game. They were
able to collect more
than 100 toys for the
community. The Cala-
basas Cougars won 55
to 36.

Board

member

SUppPOorts

reading
instruction

Photo by Len Johnson
SCVUSD board member Brian Vander-
voet reads to and listens to San Cay-
etano Elementary second grader Ailyn
Meza. Vandervoet frequently takes
time out from his busy schedule in the
produce business to visit with young
students.
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v¢4= SANTA CRUZ VALLEY

n
3 I Unified School District No. 35
~L: W@ Educate Everyone Every Day

Register Early to Begin Your Education Adventure

At the Welcome Center: Enroll your child and schedule a tour of your child’s
new school. During the tour, you and your child will:
o Visit Classrooms,
e Meet Teachers,
e« Tour a School Bus, and
e Receive a surprise with the “Golden Ticket.”

Eligibility
Kindergarten: Child must be 5 years old before September |, 2016.
Preschool: Child must be 4 years old before September |, 2016.

March 1-3I, 2016 Accepting Open Enrollment Applications

Parents Must Bring: Original Birth Certificate
Immunization Records
Parent/Guardian Photo ID
Proof of Address
¢ Mortgage statement, property tax or rental agreement, and
e Utility bill (water, electricity, telephone or cable)

A - - - A A A A A P A A A A A A A A

Inscribase Temprano y Empiece La Aventura

En el Welcome Center: Inscriba a su hijo(a) y haga una cita para recorrer la
nueva escuela de su hijo. Durante este recorrido usted y su hijo: -
Visitaran las aulas, Zael i ol
Conoceran a los maestros, [ I
y

Recorrerdn un camién escolar, y
Recibiran una sorpresa con el “Boleto de Oro.”

Elegibilidad

Kinder: El nifo debe tener los S afios antes del | ro de septiembre del 2016.
Pre-escolar: El nifioc debe tener los Y afios antes del | ro de septiembre del 20I6.

Marzo |—3|, 20|6 Estamos Aceptando Solicitudes de Inscripcién Abierta

Documentos Necesarios: Acta de Nacimiento
Cartilla de Vacunacién
Identificacién del Padre/madre o tutor
Comprobante de Domicilio:
e Hipoteca, Impuestos de la propiedad o Contrato de Arrendamiento , Y
e recibos de servicios (agua, luz, cable o telefono).

O=——=0

X 5 \] b ¢

A - A A A A A A A A A A AP A A A AP A A A AP A A A AP A

Welcome Center, Monday-Friday, 7:30am-3:30pm, De lunes a viernes
I3 Camino Maricopa, Rio Rico, AZ 85648 520-375-828I




Young students read to middle school buddies

By Tonya Yanez

Calabasas School

In the fall issue of
this newsletter, we
introduced the new
R.E.A.D.S. (Reading,
Excelling, Achieving,
Developing, and Suc-
ceeding) program at
Calabasas School, set
up by Rebekah Cabrera,
assistant principal for
the elementary side of
Calabasas PK8 School.
The program is now
under way and doing
very well.

Students in grades
1-3 are selected for the
program based on their
MAP and DIBELS tests
results. These students
are paired with a sev-
enth or eighth grade
student to become read-
ing buddies for the year.

READS takes place
every Monday and
Friday, 2 p.m. to 2:45
p.m. For the first 15
minutes, the elementary
students check out new
books, return books that
they’ve read and receive
their calendars signed
by teachers and staff
volunteers. At 2:15, the
middle school students
arrive during their SSR
(sustained silent read-
ing) class. During this
time, more than 20 el-
ementary students read
with their responsible
mentor.

“The students focus
on reading skills and
each mentor is trained
to help the younger
students with those
skills,” said Cabrera. In
addition to reading at
school, there is a home
connection.

The elementary
students are required
to read 20 minutes with
their parents at home
each evening, including
weekends.

“Students have a tote
that includes books,
sight words and phrase
cards to practice, a
folder with handouts
such as a reading log,
reading strategies, and
word games to do at
home with their par-
ents,” Cabrera said.

“As an incentive for
reading each night, the
students are able to pick
a prize from the trea-
sure box, but more im-
portantly the students
are gaining confidence
in reading and improv-
ing their reading skills
which will help them to
be successful.”

Photo by Tonya Yanez

Calabasas Assistant Principal Rebekah Cabrera introduces and hands out
the new reading bags to the students and their reading buddy.

CONFERENCE

Continued from Page 1

Community Learning
Centers (CCLC) to
gather in one place. The
agenda called for “an
afternoon of connecting,
collaborating, and creat-
ing programming best
practices: a dynamic cul-
ture and environment;
attracting and retaining
teachers and students;
meaningful and effective
after school instruction;
involving and engaging
parents and community;
and program organiza-
tion, implementation,
and record-keeping.”
New and current
grantees from schools in
Southern Arizona and
Arizona Department of
Education representa-
tives were welcomed by
Superintendent David
Verdugo. Attendees got
an opportunity to ask

questions, discuss imple-
mentation strategies, and
brainstorm best practices
for student, staff, parent,
and community involve-
ment.

They also visited both
Coatimundi Middle
School and Mountain

View Elementary to
observe their effectively
implemented programs
in action. Program coor-
dinators Lizzie Mene-
fee, dean of students at
Mountain View Elemen-
tary, and Ruchi Chhabra,
site coordinator, 21st

CCLC, Coatimundi
Middle School, show-
cased programs at their
respective sites.

Both schools are cur-
rently in year four of the
five-year federally-fund-
ed grant that provides
funds for the before- and

after-school program,
providing tutoring and
homework help to all
students who sign up.
Students also participate
in enrichment classes
like chess, art, comput-
ers, robotics, cooking,
cheerleading, sports

Photo by Margarita Nilsen
Conference participants in the CTMS conference await their tour of 21st Century classrooms already in session. Student tour guide Ezra
Solis waits in the doorway to begin his escort.

and career exploration
workshops.

The program is
sustained by a federal
grant but aims at foster-
ing stronger bonds with
the community, sharing
resources and building
connections.

JepeIsmeN ‘910z buuds  Gg "ON 10u1sIg A8|[eA zniD elues

¢} obed



Page 14 Santa Cruz Valley District No. 35 Spring 2016, Newsletter

YEARBOOK

Continued from Page 1

But this year just hav-
ing a better understanding
of the deadlines and the
stress that those create
have made this year’s class
much better.”

Not that Rendon stayed
stuck in the past. “Our
whole approach to this
year’s book is different,”
Rendon explains. “We are
looking to make a book
that is more inclusive of
the whole school instead of
being so senior-focused.”

To that end, Rendon’s
photographic crew has
been at every possible
activity, trying to capture
all of the excitement of
a day in the life at RRHS.
She even organized and
photographed a group shot
of the entire student body
and staff on the iconic
“ramps,” a feat many
thought would be impos-
sible.

“We really want to make
sure this yearbook shows
how life is at our school
this year, what everybody

is doing, and how every
single student is an im-
portant part of each year,
not only the seniors,” said
Rendon. “We want to show
everyone’s journey, and
that’s why ‘Journey’ is the
theme for this year’s book.”

And what a journey it
has been for those involved
in its creation as well. Far
from just taking pictures
to be sent to a publisher,
students in the yearbook
class are responsible for
the design of every page
in the book, from start to
finish.

“We get a blank page,”
Rendon explains, “and we
have to decide everything
about it. What will be
on that page, what color
should it be, what the main
focus should be. It’s a lot of
work”.

All that work is giving
yearbook students direct,
hands-on experiences that
they will be able to take
with them in their lives
after RRHS.

Every student is in-
volved in the many aspects
of creating and funding the
project, including pho-
tography, graphic design,

Photo by Kit Rendon

Shown here is a typical day for the Yearbook class that meets daily during fourth period.

interviewing, writing,
networking and advertis-
ing. They spend countless
hours both in and after
school to make sure every
teacher, staff member, and
student is represented

and included in the book,
tracking students and staff
down when needed.

They visit businesses to
sell advertising and design
graduation ads for parents.
They go to games, to plays
and band concerts, to festi-
vals and activities and take
pictures and notes.

They organize photo
shoots for students and

families, students and cars,
students living an everyday
RRHS life.

In the space of seven
short months, these dedi-
cated students capture the
memories that all of the
students and staff of RRHS
can have of their JOUR-
NEY through the 2015-2016
school year.

With a copy deadline of
March 7 looming, Rendon
and her yearbook students
are in the final stretch, and
they are excited with what
their product looks like.

“I think everyone will
be really happy with the
results,” says Rendon.

“Our goal is to sell every
copy we have, and once the
students get a look at it, I
know they’re going to want
one”.

Yearbooks can be or-
dered from any yearbook
class member or from Ren-
don any day during school,
or can be ordered through
the school’s online order-
ing portal at jostensyear-
books.com. For businesses
or parents interesting in
supporting the yearbook,
advertisements can still be
purchased by contacting
Kit Rendon at krendon@
santcruz.k12.az.us.

SHADE

Continued from Page 1

“We’ve been focused on
teaching our students the
importance of sun safety;”
Principal Berenice Ro-
driguez said. “This shade
structure really helps us
attain the goal of being
‘spot-free’.”

While the structure
came quickly in the end, it
certainly didn’t come easy.

Installation is planned
during Spring Break,
March 7-11. The structure
will be 50 feet by 45 feet
with a 13 foot entry height
and landscaping and trees
are also planned around it.

The San Cayetano
Booster Club sponsored
a string of events to raise
money for the structure,
beginning in 2012. It rallied

parents and staff to restau-
rants, which donated a por-
tion of the proceeds. The
club also held fundraisers
on campus, such as movie
nights.

Other staff projects
to raise money for shade
included a video submitted
to an American Academy
of Dermatology contest. It
didn’t win, leaving about
$10,000 yet to be raised.

That’s when second-
grade teacher Stephanie
Campbell noticed a grant
being handed out by
Lowe’s. To win, a student’s
letter explaining why the
school needed a shade
structure was required.

The long-shot came
in when Renteria wrote
simply and from the heart
two days before the Lowe’s
deadline. Included in her
one-page essay:

“Arizona is one of the
top places in the country

for cases of skin cancer.
Most of our playground
equipment is made with
metal that can become re-
ally hot and cause injuries
like blisters on our hands.
San Cayetano is in a rural
community and our budget
is very small. We cannot
afford the shade structure.’

Within days, Rent-
eria’s letter was chosen
as a finalist. Just making
the top 10 wasn’t enough,
though. San Cayetano had
to receive enough votes
over five days on a Lowe’s
website to actually get the
money.

After a voting frenzy on
campus and in the com-
munity, Lowe’s announced
that Renteria’s letter had
won.

“I knew she could come
through—she’s sincere
and a good writer. That’s
why I went to Sophia,” said
Campbell.
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Photo by Mimi Renteria

Second graders, from left to right, Estrella Alcoverde, Kyara
Valencia, Karla Bustamante and Alyson Dominge pose with So-
phia Renteria (glasses) in celebration of being chosen for a large

Lowe’s grant.

Television news crews
showed up for the shade
structure celebration and

footage from the event
aired on Tucson’s ABC af-
filiate, KGUNO.



Positive parenting taught
at family resource center

By Allyson Miller

Rio Rico Family Resource Center

“Actions speak
louder than words.”
We all know what
this means but do you
practice it with your
children?

The Rio Rico Fam-
ily Resource Center is
offering a new series
of classes that will
highlight the ways
in which the behav-
iors of children are
shaped by the actions
—not necessarily the
words — of their most
influential role model:
their parents.

The Rio Rico Fam-
ily Resource Center,
administered by the
University of Arizona
Cooperative Extension
in partnership with
SCVUSD No. 35, pro-
vides free classes and
activities for children
and parents and builds
a strong network of
community partners.

Their new class for
families with children
aged 0-5 is “Abriendo
Puertas/Opening
Doors.” This interac-
tive seminar series,
the only evidence-
based program of
its kind for Latino
families with children
ages 0 to 5, addresses
positive behavior man-
agement.

Today’s parents
must adapt to a fast-
paced lifestyle. In
addition, many may
not realize the effect
that their personal up-
bringing now has on
their own parenting
style. This program
gives parents and
caregivers tools and
strategies to develop
strong values with
their children.

“Abriendo Puertas/
Opening Doors” uses
activities and sce-
narios to get parents
thinking about how
to effectively engage
with their children.
One notable hands-on
activity allows par-
ticipants, divided into
groups, to draw from
a fish bowl a realistic
scenario of a child’s
negative behavior.

From a screaming
fit over ice cream to a
tantrum over a stolen
toy, participants are
briefly transported
to an imaginary - yet
all too real — world of
everyday parenting
and tasked with solv-
ing the situation with
positive discipline.
Parents are encour-
aged to put themselves
“in the shoes” of their
child and are guided to
respond in ways that
reward good behavior,
are consistent, provide
options to the child,
and offer alternatives
to saying “no”.

This fish bowl
activity, along with
several others
throughout the series,
reveals that actions,
as well as reactions,

Photo by Angie Yarbrough
Four mothers in the Abriendo Puertas class at the
Rio Rico Family Resource Center try out various ‘per-
sonas’ of ways to manage a child’s behavior.

really do speak louder
than words. “Abriendo
Puertas/Opening
Doors” teaches par-
ents how to be con-
sistent with assertive
— yet positive — tone,
body language and
reaction for a happier
and more nourishing
home environment
and family life. The
program is another
important piece in
the Rio Rico Family
Resource Center’s con-
tinued commitment to
creating a positive im-
pact on youth, families
and the community.
The Rio Rico Fam-
ily Resource Center
is located behind the
library at the Gar-
rett’s Shopping Center.
Staff will be teaching
“Abriendo Puertas/
Opening Doors” as
well as other classes
and activities for both
parents and children
this spring. Free child
care is available for
attendees. For more
information, call
the Center at (520)
761-1135. The Fam-
ily Resource Center
Program is funded by
First Things First.
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We offer comprehensive
health care for the whole
family with providers in the
specialties of:

* Pediatrics

e Internal Medicine (Adult)

* Family Medicine

* Obstetrics & Gynecology

» General Dentistry

Family Health Center (Patagonia)

HEALTH=CENTER

Other convenient services:
* Digital x-ray/mammography
e Ultrasound
* Lab
* Pharmacy
* Transportation
« Eligibility
* Patient Portal
* Health & Wellness Programs

s

Mariposa Tubac Regional Health Center

All medical insurance plans welcome
Discount plan available for uninsured

Appointments: 281-1550

www.mariposachc.net
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PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE ELECTION 2016
MARCH 22, 2016
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

REQUEST FOR PERMANENT EARLY VOTING AVAILABLE
PLEASE CONTACT THE RECORDER'S OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION

Now through Friday - March 11, 2016: Request for Early Ballots Accepted
Request may be made in writing or verbally by contacting the Recorder’s Office at (520) 375-7924.
Monday - February 22, 2016: Voter Registration Deadline
To register to vote, please visit the Santa Cruz County Recorder’s Office or call (520) 375-7924 to request a
voter registration form.
You may also register to vote online at servicearizona.com or co.santa-cruz.az.us/287/Recorder.
Qualifications to Vote: Be a United States citizen; a resident of Santa Cruz County at least 29 days prior to
the Election Day; 18 years of age or more on or before Election Day; not convicted of a felony or treason, or
your rights have been restored; not adjudicated to be an incapacitated person (A.R.S. 14-5101)
Wednesday - February 24, 2016 through Friday — March 18, 2016: Early Voting Available
Santa Cruz County Recorder, 2150 N. Congress Dr., Suite 101, Nogales, Arizona (Monday through Friday, 8
a.m.-5p.m.)
Early Ballots may be delivered to the Recorder’s Office and any polling place until 7:00 p.m. on Election Day.
Monday - February 22, 2016: Voter Registration Deadline
Friday - March 11, 2016: Deadline to Request an Early Ballot by Mail
Friday - March 18, 2016: Last day for Early Voting at the Recorder’s Office
Tuesday - March 22, 2016 ELECTION DAY

ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS: If You Are Disabled or Ill, You May Request the Special Election Board by Contactin

Our Office
MILITARY /U.S. CITIZENS LIVING OUTSIDE UNITED STATES: Information Available Online/Mail/Fax. Please

Contact the Recorder’s Office for More Information

SUZANNE “Suzie” Sainz

)
Santa Cruz County Recorder ({1
2150 N. Congress Dr., Nogales, Arizona 85621 \% i
(520) 375-7990 \ _‘
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ELECCION DE PREFERENCIA PRESIDENCIAL 2016
22 DE MARZO0 DEL 2016
CALENDARIO DE EVENTOS

SOLICITUD PARA REGISTRO PERMANENTE DE VOTO ANTICIPADO DISPONIBLE
POR FAVOR DE COMUNICARSE CON LA OFICINA DEL REGISTRO PUBLICO PARA MAS INFORMACION

A partir de hoy hasta el Viernes, 11 de marzo del 2016: Se Acepta Solicitud de Boleta Electoral Aniticipada
Las solicitudes deberan ser por escrito o verbalmente llamando a la Oficina del Registro Pablico al (520)
375-7924.

Lunes, 22 de febrero del 2016: Ultimo dia para Registrarse para Votar
Para registrarse para votar favor de pasar a la Oficina del Registro Publico o llamar (520) 375-7924 para
pedir la forma de registro de votante.

Puede también registrarse por medio de internet a: servicearizona.com o co.santa-cruz.az.us/287/Recorder.
Para requisitos o cualquier otra pregunta, por favor visitar el sitio web de la oficina o comunicarse a la
oficina por teléfono

Requisitos para Votar: Ser ciudadano de los Estados Unidos; ser residente Del Condado de Santa Cruz por
lo menos 29 dias antes de la Eleccidn; tener 18 afios de edad el dia o antes del Dia de Eleccion; no haber
sido convicto(a) de felonia o delito mayor o de traicion, o que se la hayan reintegrado sus derechos; y que
no se le haya declarado ser persona discapacitada (Estatuto 14-5101 de Arizona)

Miércoles, 24 de febrero del 2016 hasta el Viernes, 18 de marzo del 2016: Votacion Anticipada Estard
Disponible.

En la Oficina del Registro Publico, 2150 N. Congress Dr., Suite 101, Nogales, Arizona (Lunes a Viernes, 8 a.m.
-5p.m.)

Las boletas electorales anticipadas pueden entregarse en la oficina de Registro Publico y en cualquier casilla
electoral hasta las 7:00 p.m. el dia de la eleccion.

Lunes, 22 de febrero del 2016: Ultimo dia para registrarse para votar

Viernes, 11 de marzo del 2016: Ultimo dia para solicitar una Boleta Anticipada por Correo

Viernes, 18 de marzo del 2016: Ultimo dia para Votar por Anticipado en la Oficina del Registro Publico

Martes, 22 de marzo del 2016: DIA DE LA ELECCION

ASSISTENCIA PARA VOTANTES: Si Usted Estd Enfermo(a) o Incapacitado, Puede Solicitar al Consejo Electoral
Llamando a la Oficina Del Registro Publico.
MILITAR Y CIUDADANOS ESTADOUNIDENSES QUE VIVEN FUERA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS: Informacion

disponible en el Internet/Correspondencia/Fax. Por favor contacte a la Oficina del Registro Publico para mds

informacién.

XNLV254486

HOW THE PRESIDENTIAL
PREFERENCE
ELECTION WORKS

It’s Arizona’s opportunity to vote and let their parties know
who they prefer as their Presidential Candidate.

Rules for the Presidential Preference Election

e Only those voters who are registered as either Democratic, Republican, or
Green Party are eligible to receive a ballot for this election.

e Those voters who are registered as Independent or Party Not Designated and
want to participate in this election can choose to re-register to vote as
either Republican, Democratic OR Green. This can be done either at
servicearizona.com or by completing a paper voter registration form and
returning it to our office. This must be completed by midnight on Monday,
February 22, 2016.

e After Presidential Preference Election voters can change their registration
back to Independent or Party not Designated by re-registering at
servicearizona.com or co.santa-cruz.az.us/287/Recorder by completing a
paper voter registration form and returning it to our office.

* Register with a participating party

February 22, by February 22, 2016
2016 * DEMOCRATIC
* GREEN
* REPUBLICAN

March 22,
2016

e ELECTION DAY

\ o Delegates travel to their party’s
July - \ convention and cast their vote
August 2016 for which presidential candidate
will appear on the General
4 Election ballot.
”
-

November 8,

e \/oters will voice their choice
and elect the 45" President of the
United States.

Suzanne “Suzie” Sainz
A Santa Cruz County Recorder

2150 N. Congress Dr.,
Nogales, Arizona 85621

XNLV254516
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