
SENIOR YEAR TIMELINE 

 

August  
- Check your  co urse list  one m ore t im e. Are yo u m issing cred it s req uired  b y schoo ls 

you'r e ap p lyin g t o? 

- Plan  t o  w ork really hard  t h is t erm  b ecause yo ur  f ir st -q uar t er  o r  f ir st -sem est er  

grad es w ill b e includ ed  on  your  t ran scr ip t . 

•  Ask co lleges t o  sen d  you t h eir  ap p licat ion  m at er ials. 

•  Co n t inue research ing scho larsh ip s. Begin  assem b lin g d ocum en t s f o r  aid  

ap p licat ions. 

•  Give out  r eco m m end at ion  f o rm s and  st am p ed  en velop es ad d ressed  t o  t h e 

co lleges' ad m issions o f f ices. 

•  If  you p lan  t o  ap p ly f o r  ear ly d ecision , consid er  w hat  ef f ect  t hat  cho ice could  

have on  f inancial aid . 

•  Review  your  f inal list  o f  co lleges w it h  yo ur  counselo r . 

•  As you sch ed ule visit s w it h  ad m ission s and  f inancial -aid  ad visers, t h ink ab out  also  

visit ing w it h  f acult y an d  st ud en t s in  t he d ep ar t m en t  t hat  in t erest s yo u. 

•  Regist er  f o r  t he f all ACT and /o r  SAT I and  SAT II. 

Sept em ber  and Oct ober  
•  Req uest  t hat  yo ur  t ranscr ip t s b e sen t  t o  co lleges. 

•  Mail ear ly-act ion  o r  ear ly-d ecision  ap p licat ion s. 

•  Take any t est s f o r  w h ich  you are regist ered . Have your  t est  r esult s sen t  t o  

schoo ls. 

Novem ber  
•  Take t he SAT II: Language Test  Wit h  List en in g  (f o r  French , Germ an , Jap anese, 

Sp an ish , and  Eng lish  p ro f iciency) if  req uired  b y your  co lleges. 

•  St ar t  w r it ing yo ur  essays. If  you ap p lied  ear ly d ecision , no t if y t he co llege ab o ut  

honors you've received  since yo u sub m it t ed  your  ap p licat ion , and  ask your  h igh  

schoo l t o  send  o ut  yo ur  m ost  r ecen t  t ran scr ip t . 

Decem ber  
•  Mail ap p licat ions, o r  t urn  t hem  in  at  schoo l. 

•  If  you ap p lied  ear ly an d  you w ere accep t ed , w it h d raw  your  ap p licat ions f rom  

o t her  schoo ls. 

•  St ar t  w o rking w it h  yo ur  p aren t s on  t he Free Ap p licat ion  f o r  Fed eral St ud en t  Aid  

f o rm . 

Ap p ly at  w w w .f af sa.ed .gov, o r  get  f o rm s f ro m  your  h igh  schoo l o r  b y calling (800) 

433-3243. 

January 
•  File all f ed eral f inancial-aid  f o rm s, and  ap p ly f o r  st at e aid . 

•  Ask your  sch oo l t o  send  m id year  grad e rep o r t s t o  yo ur  co lleges. 

•  Ver if y t hat  all your  ap p licat ion  m at er ials have b een  sen t  o ut .  

February  
•  Ch eck w it h  schoo ls t o  m ake sure t hat  t h ey h ave t h e d ocum en t at io n  t hey req uire. 

March and Apr il 
•  Decision  let t ers b egin  ar r iving. Don 't  g ive in  t o  "sen io r it is." Your  ad m ission  is 

con t ingen t  up on  your  f inal grad es. 

•  Evaluat e your  f inancial-aid  o f f ers. Yo u'll have t o  m ake a d ecision  ab o ut  w her e t o  

go  and  no t if y your  co llege b y May 1st , t hen  let  o t h er  schoo ls know  you w on 't  b e 

com ing. 

May and sum m er  



•  Have yo ur  h igh  schoo l sen d  your  f inal t ran scr ip t  t o  t he co llege yo u w ill b e 

at t end in g. 

•  Kn o w  w hen  t u it ion  and  roo m  and  b oard  p aym en t s are d ue. 

•  No t if y t h e f inancial-aid  o f f ice if  t here have b een  any chan ges in  your  f am ily's 

circum st ances t hat  

m igh t  m ake you elig ib le f o r  ad d it ional aid . Perhap s on e o f  your  p aren t s w as laid  

o f f , o r  t here w as 

a m ajo r  i llness in  t he f am ily. 

 

 

 

 

 


