WELCOME TO CASTLE DOMEM.S!

Farents and Guardians of incoming 6th grade stucler\ts,

] had the Plcasurc of meeting your student today and begirming our transition from
Elcmentarg Schoolto Middle School. Jtis my goal to make the c]ﬂange of schools as
exciting and free of anxiety as Possib]e for both you and your child. Starting now, your child
is enrolled as a 6™ gracler at (Castle Dome Middle School forthe 2015-16 school year.
Welcome to the [1ome of the Knightsl

“NMarch to Middlc School” bcgan todag with a Prescntation to your child. During my
hour) ] shared information on:

. Rotating Bell Schedule — we curren’clg have 6 classes a clay, with 6 different
teachers. While our overall bell schedule is subject to clﬂange Prior to the new school
year, itis anticipatcd that we will continue to rotate our class Pcriocls AND that your
child will have at least 6 different teachers durir\g the clay‘ There are 3 minutes for
travel between each class.

° Classcs every 6th gradcr has — each student has Math, Languagc Ar’cs, Social
Studies and Science every clag, unless scheduled in the English Language | earner
4-hour block due to AZELLA results and Eng!islﬂ Language Froxciciencg levels.

° Electivc Choices! - éth graclc students may choose any combination of the Fo”owing
elective classes (choose 2)

o DPand (full year)
o Choir (full 3ear)
o) AV]D (Full year, must be recommended, applg and interview)
* sce brochure on AV]D for more information
o} ComPutcr/ﬁtudy 5‘(!“5 thcl (each course is ha]]cgear, but Pairecl together

are a full year combination)



o) FE/Music/Art thc] (PE_is all yearevery other clag Music and art are

ha!F~9ear classes every other c{ag. )

e} Additional electives may be offered based on s’caging. T ext alerts and Phone
calls will be sent home iF/wl—yen new electives are created as oPtions for 6’Eh
gradc students.

° Classcs are by graclc -~ 6tiq graclers are with 6th graders in core classes, electives and
at lunch. Our 100 bui]cling is home to our 6th graclers and offers a very nurturing,
elemcntary environment to help them transition to middle school.

e Academic Enricf-»mcnt ~|n orderto Provide the best learning oPPortunitics forall
students, CDMS offers academic remediation and advancement for all students
beFore, during and after the school clag. Aclvanced Mathj Aclvanced Language Arts,
Math re-teach and Online [~ nrichment arejust some Possibi]ities for your learner.
Assignment in these courses will be based on teacher recommendation, Ga]i]eo data
trends and Parent/stuclent inPut.

o Recess? - Kind of. During breakfast (current]y 7:45-8:1 2) students often Plag
Pickup games on the field. During the 30-minute lunch, many students Plag
basi«ztba”, soccer, touch Footba”, ‘1~~square) tag ora game of checkers in the librarg!
There is no formal recess, but remember thcy do move to a new class every hour to
ensure thcy aren’t sitting too long.

L Lockcr Rooms? - ch, forthose in FE Stuc{ents in FE_ are expected to cl‘nange
into gym clothes in order to Par’cicipate. FE Urmcorms may be Purchased for$15.

The onlg lockers on campus are for PT . Practicing with a combination lock is most

hclgmcul!
o Dress Codc»~ A Cas’cle Dome Middle Sclﬁool Unhcorm Fo” comPleted in ]:e}:).

2015 informed us that our school communi’cg does not see a need nor desire formal

school uniforms. We are a dress-code campus. As you sl'xoP, it is recommended you
kccP a copy of our dress code with you. Slﬂor’cs 37 from knee minimum and shirts with
sleeves that cover the shoulder may be added to our dress code this spring

° ch]’mologg ~We are blending online resources and leaming tools with students
taking the lead with Gench (google itl).

e  (Go to www.castledome.yuma.org for rcgular updatcs and school information.

Marcl'l to Middlc School ]mPortant Datcs and Evcnts:


http://www.castledome.yuma.org/

] want you and your child to have as much exposure to Cast]e Dome Campus as

Possible Prior to the first c{ag of 6th gradc. Wl’lile not all dates are set yet, watch for the

Fo”owing events online or via text/Phone messages. ]1C you would like a formal tour of our

Campus, we will have scheduled tours every other Fridag until the last éa\lj of school. To

schedule a tour, simplg call 928~502~-7%00 and ask for Mrs. Ho”and.

¢
¢

First ch|< of March ~ Mrs. Shegielc{ visits elementarg schools
March ISH1 - Cas’cle Dome Fine Ar’cs Extravag;anza — 5th graclers and Parents are

encouragecl to attend this open~air concert and academic showcase. | isten to band
and choir Pcr‘Form, meet all teachers, view samPlcs of cxcePtional student lcarm’ng in all
curricular areas, learn about A\/ID, meet our FTO and become familiar with our
campus. 5:OO~dar1<, bring a chair to listen to concerts orjust walk around and erj091
FTO se”ing lﬂotdog dinner combos.

MarcI'I lé-—March 20 - BOOK FA]K in !ibrarg open to a”,)’ust one more reason to
sving by CDMS!

March Iﬁ’d1 -~ AWC admissions presents “Bcing Co“egc Rea&g —~What Farents of
Co”eg@ﬁound Students Need to K now” in ]ibrary 6:30 PM.

T entative- week of March 23-27 — online course selection or Papcr~based clective

course requests — communication will be sent by March i Bt}1 on this.

Date TBD - within the last week of March, we will have a 6t gradc
Student/Tarent Night hosted by our 6% gracle staff and guicled bg our 6% grade
A\/]D and Student Council students. Tours of campus and teacher Presentations
will be combined with time to answer any and all ques’cions you may have. |nformation
will be sent home 59 March | 8th.

April — consider schec{uling a school tour! ]E_F | ransition Meetings will occurin

APril, AVID interviews will be comPietecl in April.
MAY ~Date TBD, students from Desert Mesa, Frice and Otondo will tour
(astle Dome Middle School cluring the school dag. Rolle and open enrollment

students may have a tour as requeste& Dates will be send home in late APri], early
May.
JULY - Anticipatcd “(year UP for Middle SChOOl” §~cla3 summer clay camp. ]mco

to come!

Qpestions? ]cleas? Yourxceeclback is alwags welcomed. Email Lori SI"ICF]CiélCI, Frincipal at
Isheffield@yuma.ore or call Castle Dome MS at 928-502-7%00 to make an appointmentl



mailto:lsheffield@yuma.org

