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A WORD FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Hello Simonton Families,

We are in the fourth quarter! | am amazed at how fast times flies. Over the past few weeks our students
have been taking the AZMERIT test. This testing will continue throughout April. This is an exciting time
for students to show us what they know!

Mark your calendars for some fun events!
April 12- PTO Meeting at 3:45pm

April 25 -District Battle of the Books at CMS
April 26- Simonton Field Day

April 28-Skateland Party from 6pm-9pm

Don't forget to review the calendar in our newsletter for more information about upcoming events. In
addition, | am excited to announce that our school has officially had the third year of our Leader In Me
grant renewed by the | Am a Leader Foundation. Simonton staff will be receiving training before school
starts in August from the Franklin Covey Company.

Thank you for your continuous support! We appreciate all you do for Simonton. Happy April everyone!

Mrs. Cruz

Student Leader of the
Month

Congratulations Livia Lunt!

You have been caught shining
with character! You are the
student leader of the month for
April's character trait of
Trustworthiness.

Great Job!




KINDERGARTEN NEWS

Families!

| hope you all had a great spring break! Here in Kinder-land we are hitting it strong! We will be
focusing a lot on writing this quarter. The goal in kindergarten is to be able to create a detailed
picture and a sentence to match. The picture will give details about the story that they are not
yet able to write about. We will be starting our caterpillar butterfly lifecycle unit. We have live
caterpillars and will be watching them turn into a chrysalis and butterfly. We will be releasing
them after their metamorphosis into the school garden. Our language and math centers/
activities will have a butterfly theme to them. This is one of the favorite units of the year (what
am | saying... they are all favorites!) In math we are still working on number partners up to 10
and adding and subtracting in 10. Students are also practicing teen numbers as 10 and more.
We review these foundational skills and present them in many ways to help build a strong
foundation in number sense. Thank you for the continued support you constantly give to your
kindergartner. It is deeply appreciated.

Ist GRADE NEWS 2nd GRADE NEWS

In April, our classes will be learning about  Second graders will have a blast in April! We
objects/materials and recycling. In Math,  will work on reading and understanding

students will learn to add 2-digit maps. Then we will create some maps of our
numbers. Students will be working on bedroom, Arizona, and North America. In
phrasing and reading with expression in math, we will continue our unit on graphing,
Reading. In Fundations, they will be and get to survey, tally and graph questions
learning about long vowels sounds, asked to other students. In reading, we will

compound words, concept of syllable in practice locating narrative elements like
multisyllabic words, and syllable division  characters, setting, and plot using thinking
rules. In May, The DIBELS benchmark test maps to show what we know. In writing, we
will be administered to our First Graders.  will work on How-To paragraphs, and follow

The students’ goal, for the Nonsense each other's directions to be sure nothing is
Fluency assessment, is to be able toread  left out. In Fundations, we will continue

58 correct letter sounds and 13 whole working on long vowel teams, and

words in one minute. Their Oral Reading  determining which spelling option to use
Fluency goal is to be able to read 47 or when writing words. Students are making

more words per minute. Please help your great growth in reading and math goals.

child practice meeting their goal by timing Remember to practice fluency with your child
them daily on their homework reading every night. We are really focusing on it hard
passages. this last quarter, to be ready for 3rd grade!



3rd Grade

We have been busy reviewing and preparing for the AzMerit test. Testing will take place
from March 27th through April 13th. During this time, please make sure that your child gets
plenty of rest. They also need a good breakfast every morning so that they have energy to
think. During the month of April, we will be learning about the westward movement and
the emergence of the modern United States. This learning will take place during reading
and social studies. In math we will continue to review everything that we have learned so
far this year. We will also begin to focus on solving two-step word problems.

4th Grade

Hello Parents!

This month is a big month in school! Our students are taking the AzZMERIT tests to show off
how much they have learned this year. A few great test taking strategies are: get a good night
sleep the night before, eat a good breakfast the morning of testing, and come to school ready
for show off all that has been learned!

Field trip information- Field trip permission slips, and $15, should be turned in this month for
our trip to The Grand Canyon. Fourth grade will be having another parent meeting this month.

HTH GRADE

Dear Parents and Families,

April is here and it is the last quarter! This month is a very busy month for 5th grade.
Students will be working on their state reports in class and at home. Please make sure to
look regularly at the packet that came home as it contains important due dates and
deadlines. All students have been given their assigned state and are no in the process of
gathering information for the written report.This assignment will be worth a total of 400
points so please make sure students are staying on track with the assigned due dates.

This month we will be taking our AZ Merit test so please make sure students are getting
good nights rests and a good hearty breakfast before school.

This quarter we are reading graphic novels in class and learning about the different
components to a graphic novel. We are also learning about photo essays. At the very end of
the quarter students will take all the information learned about these two subjects and
create their own graphic novel about an assigned photo.

Have a great month from the 5th grade!



6th Grade

Hello parents and families! April is a busy month for sixth grade. First, we will be continuing our
AZMerit testing the first Monday and Wednesday in April. To ensure your child's success on testing
days, please make sure they come to school well-rested, on time, and having had a healthy breakfast.
During April, we will also be working on our Country Report projects. Students will be conducting
research, writing reports, and constructing tri-fold boards displaying an assigned country in the
world. In order to complete this project, your child will need multicolored index cards and a
cardboard tri-fold board. Please contact your child's teacher with specific questions on the report.
Finally, throughout April we will be studying human anatomy in science, literary analysis in reading,
and understandings of both negative numbers and statistics in math. Fourth quarter is such a busy
and exciting time!

Simonton will have Field Day on Wednesday April 26th. We are looking for Otter Pop and
water donations. All donations are appreciated and may be left in the front office.
Volunteers are needed to help out with this fun event. Stations will be set up for each class
group to rotate through including the hydration station. Activities will include; Standing long
jump, 40 yard dash, softball throw, obstacle course, soccer ball kick, tug-o-war and
hydration. To sign up for a station and volunteer, please contact Mrs. Baldenegro by email.
rbaldenegro@jocombs.org

Important testing days are coming up. Please help your child do their best by ensuring they
get plenty of sleep and well balanced meals. Moderate physical activity before school like
brisk walking, jogging or riding a bike can help get oxygen moving through the body to
stimulate the brain.

The weather is warming up and students are dressing cooler. Please remember proper
athletic shoes on P.E. days. It is dangerous to perform most physical activities in flip flops.
During our hockey unit, students who are not wearing closed toe shoes will not be allowed
to participate.

Rena Baldenegro

PRESCHOOL NEWS

This month in preschool, our unit is On the Move. We will be exploring methods of
movement and participating in fun learning transportation activities. Our concepts are
fast, slow and push, pull. The color is blue and the shape is octagon. We will be
working on S blend sounds.




NEWS FROM PTO

We would like to thank all the families who came to Little Caesar’s in support of our school. We truly
appreciate your support.

We are currently accepting nominations for the 2017-2018 PTO board. If you are interested in
running for the PTO please email us at simontonpto@gmail.com. We will be accepting all
nominations at the April PTO meeting. Skateland night will be Friday April 28th at the Skateland in
Mesa. Watch for flyers to come home with your student.

Keep collecting and sending in those box tops. Money raised goes directly back to each classroom.

LEARN, EMPOWER, ACHIEVE, DREAM
Orchestra News BAND NEWS

At 1:00 pm on May 3rd, all the Elementary Congratulations to the District 6th Grade
Orchestra Students in our district will be bused to Honor Band! This group is made up of
Combs High School to practice. Some of the students from all 5 elementary schools.

Combs High School Orchestra Members willbe  on March 23, they participated in the
there to provide mentoring for our elementary ~ ABODA Area Concert Band Festival,

StUdentS, and some will even perform with us where as the youngest band in
later that evening at 6:00 pm. Last year the PTO  attendance, they received a rating of
provided pizza and punch for our students. A "Excellent". Great work, kids!

letter will be sent home with more details with Participating students from Simonton
requests for chaperones. Please put this event on jncjude Vanessa Carrizosa, Daycee

your calendar and invite friends and relatives; Shurtleff, Daphne Valencia, Maegan
you will not want to miss this! Wycoff, and Quinton Kendall.

Mark your calendars for May 4th - on
Sincerely, that day, ALL band students from the

district will descend upon Combs High
School for the annual Mass Band Festival.
The event will conclude with a concert

Mr. Guido Lavorata

KINDERGARTEN ENROLLMENT:

We are accepting enrollments for the 2017-2018 school year. If your student is
going to Kindergarten next fall, we welcome your enrollment now. Your child
must be five by August 31st. If you would like to have your child tested for early
Kindergarten enroliment (turning 5 after August 31st), there will be testing
provided at the District Office on 4/26 and 5/17 from 4:00-6:00 pm. Please call
987-5300 for more information. Enroliment applications are available in the
front office or on line at www.jocombs.org



http://www.jocombs.org

IT'S TIME TO ORDER YEARBOOQOKS!

Pre-order your 2016- 2017 Simonton Elementary School Yearbook
today!

This month the yearbook can be pre-ordered for just $19. Cash or
check (must be exact amount) can be sent in to Mrs. Lovelady in
room 327. Checks can be made out to Simonton Elementary
School. The price will be $20 starting May 1st.

OPEN ENROLLMENT/BOUNDARY EXCEPTIONS:

If your child is at Simonton on Open Enrollment, please fill out and
return a request for next school year. Reminder: An open enroliment
request needs to be submitted for each child, each school year. Open
Enrollment forms can also be found online at www.jocombs.org. Click
on the “Registration” button at the top. Then find the the form on the
left-hand side. Applications must be received by April 15.

YOU CAN FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

@simontonrocks. If you don't have a Twitter account, but would still like to receive our
pdates via text message, follow these easy steps:

ype :40404 (as the recipient)
ype “follow@simontonrocks”

in the message area)
hat's it. You will now begin to receive our Twitter updates, even without an account.



http://www.jocombs.org
http://www.jocombs.org

Chooge o do Well

Trueor falee: standardized teste are cough. The
answer depends on how prepared pour youngster
ig. Here are four ways to help kim handle their test
week

1 Explain thar the rests will showr hose much he has
leamed. Encourage him totry his best but dont
pur 5o much emphamns on them that e feels
grressed.

2. Pracoce the test format. for example, your cioid
mighr have to read a paragraph and anower
gquestions. Usng one of hus textbooks have hm
ook a1 the questons 31 the end of 2 secoon first
and then read the passages

3. Limit actrvities the night before rests. You may
want to avord haming guests for dinner or skap hus

brother's baseball game, if it means being out late.
Be sure your chald gets to bed on time and sets an

alarm for the pext moming..

4. On the test day, gve lim an energy-boosting
breakfast. Try to include both protein (eggs, pogurt,
milk) and carbobypdrares [ oammea], tozer).

Reterenced from Reading Cormection April 2016, 2013

Reading with Ms. Bonadio

April 2017
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Pichirs This
Shart Hortas choul Beading

Picture This: Good readers form mental
picrares x& they read. 1o IMprove Yo
chald’s comprehension, read 2 book without
letting him see it Then, ask him to guess
whart the iBpsmanons look like. Examples.
how are the characters dressed? 1s the
setring bright or gloomy.

Who's Pount of View: a story can certainly
change depending on whe's telling 1t Let
your child see thar firethand as he explores
point of mew m has wnting, Try this: Have
him write aboat 2 family outing from
different people’s viewpoints. fro 2ach
narrator, he shoold think about how that
person's experiences and personality would
shape the story. For example, How maght
his baby sster describe her first picnic? *
Mommy 15 always telling me not to throw
food on the floos, but today we actally ate
on the ground™) His dad may have sesn it
differently. (FOur peenic was mice, but the
softhall game afrerward, wae the best part™.
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RBaod Alowud Foverrtes Fer (K-2nd Grades)

o The Fagwoy Foud Up - Who ook ater player By [ hacky bed? Mike and Cocey are wehdhing He boston
Bed=ox proclics when o mysdery wiiolds. Now the fwo nime yeor clds musd find the bol 4= hele Hhair
4narn win 4he gome. The firsh book in Dovid A Kelly's Eallpark Mystery series

& Hipeos Con'¥ Sedm - Hippos bodies are too desse o floot but cee burths con swir a6 fosf o 35 mies
par howr. $his rewfickion book by Lowra Ly Déiena osd Hosnoh Eliot inchudes fosdaating focls aboul
Mm:uﬂnﬁ.nﬂumh&mmﬂyﬂ}hﬁnhﬁnﬂ'

o Ladpbng Girl and #r Bug Fpuad - When Lubs wiers her ladybug coatur, she becormts o suparhere-

Girl Her krisad “missios” is o opologize for hurtisg her friand's feslings during o plapdoie Port
oF i Lodybesg tird serits by Darvid Soman and Jocky Davis. [Alce available is Spanich)

% Hors Thay Meccasins - The henda-on activibes iy Laurie Carloon’s bock infroduce your did to different
aspacts of hotive American culfures. He con o 4o make simple toys. ond orefis, play fradiional
garmns, ond commusnicabiag wsing codes, sach sel of insbruckions inchides fidbids obout Mofive armericos

histary:
Bk Picks for Tobermadials Geades

+* mw##mhﬁmwdﬁwmﬁm%dgﬂﬂnmgnmﬁﬂ
isa'} soush, there's also the eraser—siaaling bully, or agy thaf suppese 4o be beded (but isadl, asd kar
best inds drficul e smder, Pord of $he RBarons serms by Bosmrly deary. [ Alee availladde in Sponsh)

* Husic Tumsiigete e Evolution of American Found - How hove Fistory and Rechaoloyy nfhutrond mausic?
Aurthor Donna Lathem wxplores the history of music in Amarica, from patriotic hums and ok songe to
hip-hop asd rock ' roll This aonfichon book chee yefs inbo She seince of sovund- ond encourages
rooders Lo aohn Hhesir own reeasic,

W Lovomelion - Socqueline Wondoon's sovel i writhen oc & cerses of poeme by Il yeor old Lonere Motion
bricknomed Locomotion’l whe lost s parerds in o fire. Inspired by 0 school writing csabiament, Lonade
fids powlry o good way 4o eapress his feelisgs asd cope with changes is his [fe,

% How fo Speak DegHew fo Speck Col - Con yaur chiliren fell whad Fheir dots or ool are Shinkisg? Sareh
Whitehead's nasfichion beoks help Ham usderclasd feil-wogging, purrs, end other behevors. dise
inchides gomes +o play with pebe, traiving Hips, and pet core facks.

Jaking About Boots

Meny books writtes for children are enjoyable for adults, foo. Try reading the some bosk your youngster is
reading, and use these tips to discuss . your dhild will builld reading comprehension—mad he'll be gled to hove
:p'ﬂq'ﬁ?ﬂf‘lﬂ#ﬂrﬂl
. Shore a memory— What did He book make you think off Ferhaps the moin character reminded ypour
youngster of o friesd, or moybe the sething is similar 4o a ploce you use fo D,
2 Disouss the outhor— Did you end your child like the writing shie? Bead the "About the Author® page,
end folk chout how the wrier's Ife may have influenced the bool
3 Twvart your own ending— Toke furms sharisg your ideas for o different endiag o #e book. Tdea: Find o
ﬁﬂdﬁigﬂh'#hbmhnﬂiﬂrwywaﬂmhﬁﬂrlmmhnfﬂdH:l:'lfwnhﬂing
oUW CONPErETtoRE _ _

Feteremced from Fexding Comnection Aprd 20060, 2013
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Bpril 3 April 4 April 5 April B Bpril 7
Lead Aszembly B:15 am Lego Robotics -3:05-4:00 Early Rel=aze — 1:35 pm Chess Club — 3205 pm
Garden Club -3105-4:00 Preschoal Pathfinders —
pmi in Garden 3-05-4-00
Site Coundil Meeting — Art Oob 1 & 2—-3:15-345
330 pm pm
Bpril 10 April 11 April 12 HApril 13 Aperil 14
Emrly Releasze — 1:35 pm
Lﬂdﬂﬁ&:ﬂﬂ" B-15 mm F.EE!JIH.IJ'J‘I‘E 305400 Chess Chub — 305 (=12} SPRING HOLIDAY — ND
T . SCHOOL
Garden Club -3405-4:00 Preschoal Pathfinders — 3:45 pm STLMCD Meeting — 3405
i im Garden 3:05-4-00
Gowemning Board Mesting
Art Oub 3 & 4 -3:15345 | st CMS— 6200
pm
Bpril 17 April 18 April 19 Aprdl 20 Hpril 21
Lead Aszembly B:15 =m Lego Robotics -3:05-4:00 Early Releasze —1:35 pm o
Garden Club -3:05-4:200 Preschool Pathfinders —
pmi in Garden 3-05-4-00
Art Cub 18 2—-3:15345
=]
Bpril 24 April 25 April 26 April 27 Hpril 28
Lead Aszembly B:15 mm Lego Robotics -3:05-4:00 Emrly Release — 1:35 pm Farm Buresu visits 1% Lighthouse Meeting — 7:25
Grade — 940 am mm
Garden Club -3:05-4:00 Preschool Pathfinders — Fiedd Day
pmi in Garden 3-05-4-00 Chexs Club — 3105 pm Golden Tidket Lunch with
Early Kinder Testing at Mrs. Cruz —11:15 am

Art Oub 3 & 4 - 315345
pm

Battle of the Books — (M5
6ol pn

Digtrict Office — 4200-6:00
pm

STUCO Meeting — 3-05 pm

Stalfion Stampede — 2-55
pemi

Samonton PTO Skateland
Night — 6:00-5-00 pm

NOTE: AZIMERIT
Testing 3/27-
4/13

el ko~ IBETIGIL




DISTRICT OFFICE NEWS

Combs Kidz Summer Camp if a fun and safe place for your students this summer. They will enjoy
field trips, guest speakers, specialty classes, and much more! Check out the flyer for details.

The Combs Education Foundation was formed in July with the mission of providing scholarships to
graduating Combs High School Seniors and mini-grant to Combs teachers. We are very excited to
be awarding the first $1000 scholarship to a senior at the May 16th Awards Night. Watch for future
ways that you donate to the Combs Education Foundation and make a difference in students' lives.

Enrollment for the next school year is ongoing, and we need your help spreading the good news
about our schools to your neighbors! Registration packets are excepted at all schools until June 8th
and then the district office until July 14th. Register early to help us in planning for the next school
year. Check out the latest edition of the J.O. Combs newspaper!

If your student does not meet the August 31st birthday cut-off for Kindergarten registration, s/he
may be eligible for early entry. Testing information can be found online at www.jocombs.org under
the Community Education tab, Kinder Options link. Testing dates are April 26th, May 17th, June
14th, and July 19th.

J.O. Combs Unified Sports

J.0. Combs is excited to begin its 3rd season for Unified Basketball. Unified Sports are sponsored by
Special Olympics and are AIA supported. Unified basketball games are conducted in 8 minute
quarters with a running clock. The team consists of "Athletes" and "Partners." Athletes are students
with special needs specifically with intellectual delays. Partners are typically developing peers and
can be students with IEPs without intellectual delays. The team practices at Combs High on
Mondays and Thursday. The athletes are from both our middle and high school.

For 3 years consecutively our Co-Coaches have been Varsity Basketball Coach, Mr. Kirk Fauske, and
Previous Varsity Girl's basketball co-coach, Ms. Jette Thompson. Mr. Fauske has been teacher special
education at Combs since the fall of 2009 and Ms. Thompson is a Counselor at both the high school
and Combs Traditional Academy and is in her 4th year at Combs.

The Unified Teams play 5 games and then have the opportunity to participate in a Saturday
tournament held at Perry High School in Chandler. This season we play against Higley, Chandler,
Queen Creek.

Away vs. Florence High 4-13 @ 6:00pm

Home vs. Higley High 4-20 @ 6:00pm

Home vs. Hamilton high 4-27 @ 6:00pm

Home vs. Queen creek (Senor Night) 5-4 @ 6:00pm
Away vs. Chandler High 5-11 @ 6:00pm


https://issuu.com/copperarea/docs/2_1_17_combs_ledger
https://issuu.com/copperarea/docs/2_1_17_combs_ledger
https://issuu.com/copperarea/docs/2_1_17_combs_ledger
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