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Dear Simonton Families,

It is hard to believe it is May! Where has all of the time gone? Thank you so very much
for supporting us through this year but we are not quite done! We will be showcasing
our students through the entire month.

Some highlights this month include:

May 3rd- Combs Mass Orchestra Concert at CHS

May 4th - Combs Mass Band Concert at CHS

May 9th - 4th-6th Grade Social Studies Night from 5:00-6:00pm
May 11th - 4th Grade field trip to the Grand Canyon

May 12th - Simonton Family Dance 6:00-8:00pm

May 18th - Kindergarten Celebration 5:30 pm

May 19th - Simonton Water Day

May 22nd - Honor Awards Assembly & Patriotic Day

May 23rd - Last day of School (12:00 dismissal)

We continue to be impressed with our students and their academic progress. We work
hard to celebrate our successes along the way. This month students will be updating
their Leadership notebooks to reflect growth over the course of the entire year!

Thank you for all of your continuous support and for choosing Simonton Elementary
School. We appreciate all you do for our community of learners.

Happy May,
Mrs. Cruz, Principal



Student Leader of the
Month

Congratulations
Daycee Shurtleff!

You have been caught shining
with character! You are the
student leader of the month for
April's character trait of
Citizenship.

KINDERGARTEN NEWS

Families:

We are winding down our year and have so much fun stuff planned! We are
currently having our kindergarten ABC countdown. Each day we do an activity
centered around that letter of the day. The kids are having a blast reviewing all
of the letters they have learned. We are also practicing for our Kinder
Celebration Program that will be on May 18th at 5:30. The kids are very excited
to perform for their loved ones. Not only are we doing these fun things but we
are still working on our math and reading skills. We are working on our fluency
in reading and not reading like a 'robot'. Students are also working very hard on
their math fluency in addition and subtraction. Please keep working with your
students, they have grown so much and are ready to make the journey to First
Gradel!!

Ist GRADE NEWS

In Math, students will continue adding 2-digit numbers and review skills they have
learned throughout the year. In Fundations, they will be learning multisyllabic words
and adding suffixes -s,-es, -ing, and -ed. Please continue to read fluency passages and
nonsense words daily to prepare for the final DIBELS assessment for First Grade.

First Graders, we are so very proud of you and all of your hard work. You have learned
so many new skills and concepts. We have truly enjoyed our year with you, watching
you grow, and learn. Please remember to practice reading, writing, and math facts
over the summer. You are all very special and we will miss you greatly! We hope you
have a fun filled and safe summer! Be sure to come back and visit us next year.



2nd GRADE NEWS

Wow. Can you believe May is already here? Time has flown by with our amazing bunch
of 2nd graders this year! In reading this month, we will focus on locating information
and proving our answers using proof from the text, in both narrative and
informational texts. In writing, we will complete our autobiographies, write a
biography about a friend, and then write a comparison piece between the two. It will
be both challenging and fun! In math we will practice our addition and subtraction
with regrouping skills using numbers up to 1,000. Then we will finish the year with
measurement word problems. In science, we will complete our weather unit and learn
all about how and why weather happens. We will focus on the water cycle, clouds,
precipitation, wind, thunder and lightning, and rainbows. Remember, our reading goal
is 87 words per minute. Keep practicing those fluency activities at home each night.
We are so close to meeting our goal!

3rd Grade

In reading this month, our stories will feature different habitats. We will read both
fiction and nonfiction texts as we learn more about habitats. Students will be writing a
report about an animal that they have selected, and they will be presenting their
report in class. In math, we are reviewing word problems and two-step problems.
Word problems are very difficult, so make sure that you are offering extra support as
your child completes his/her homework. As the school year draws to a close, we just
want to thank all of the parents for the support that we have received during the year.
We have loved working with your children and have enjoyed the year that we spent
teaching them. Please keep working with them over the summer and make sure that
they continue to read every day!

4th Grade

Hello Parents!

The time is here! The time is HERE! We are going to The Grand Canyon this month! The
students have been learning so much about Arizona and are so excited to see The
Grand Canyon.

This month students have their written Arizona report due and their state symbol
project due. Reports will be turned in for a grade. State symbols will be presented in
class during the day, shown off to the school in the afternoon, and presented to the
community at night. What a fun year this has been! Let's finish strong! Have a great
summer!



oth Grade

Hello, parents and families! Can you believe that it is already May? We in sixth grade have a
busy month ahead of us as we prepare for the ending of the quarter, the last month of
school, and the upcoming transition to middle school. As our year is drawing to a close,
students should be finishing up their country reports and tri-fold boards by May 5th.
Curriculum Night is on May 9th, and everyone is invited to attend! Social studies project from
4th-6th grade, including our country report tri-folds, will be but on display in the multipurpose
room from 5:00-6:00 PM. Please come show your support and check out all of the amazing
work our students have done! In addition to our reports, we will be finishing up our math unit
on statistics, our science unit on the human body, and our reading unit on poetry. The end of
the year is an exciting time, and we have so many fun things to accomplish by the end of the

PHYSICALEDUCATION

Thank you Simonton families for all your help making field day a huge success. The students
had a great time. The canopies were very appreciated out in the sun and made the day so
much more enjoyable. Water and Otter Pops kept everyone hydrated and happy. We sure
appreciated having the parents out there giving their time and supervision. Our 5th and 6th
grade volunteers were excellent leaders for our stations and so helpful with the younger
grades. They really shined out there. Special shout out to our 5th and 6th grade teachers for
organizing our student leaders. (See pictures below)

Remember those P.E. shoes to participate in our most fun activities of the year. Students
wearing flip flops will not be allowed to participate.

| hope you all have an active and fun summer!



Health Office News

| can't believe we are nearing the end of our school year! If your child has any
medications or supplies in the health office, they will need to be picked up by the end
of the school day on May 23rd. Medications cannot be sent home with students. Any
medications not picked up at the end of the last day will be discarded. If you have any
guestions or concerns, please contact the health office. Thank you for a great year and
have a wonderful summer!

NEWS FROM PTO

It is hard to believe that the end of the school year is upon us and in just 3 short weeks
summer vacation will be too!! It feels like just yesterday it was the start of the 2016-2017
school year. Where has the time gone? We want to thank this entire community for your
support throughout this year! We want to give a huge thank you to Principal Cruz for all of
her support this year and for all the wonderful things she has done here at Simonton. We
look forward to seeing what we will accomplish next year.

We still have a few activities planned for this month. First though, a big thank you to
everyone who came to Skateland night on April 28th. A great time was had by all. Our final
PTO meeting of the school year will be on Wednesday, May 10th at 3:45pm in the teacher’s
lounge. We will be voting for and introducing next year's PTO board. We look forward to
seeing you there. We are excited for our first ever Simonton Hoedown on Friday, May 12th
from 6-8pm. Information was sent home with your student about this exciting event.
Waterday will be on Friday May 19th. If you are interested in volunteering please email us
simontonpto@gmail.com.

Have a Safe and Happy Summer!!



PRESCHOOL NEWS

We are in the last month of school and looking forward to the activities
going on in our classrooms. In May we will be reviewing all of our letters,
shapes, colors, and concepts from the year. Look for more information
from your child’s teacher in regards to end of the year festivities.

Orchestra News

It has been a very rewarding school year for our Orchestra Students. On May 9
Orchestra and Band will be hosting a “Recruitment Night/Instrument Petting Zoo"” at
Ellsworth School. Music and Arts Music Stores will be providing instruments for your
child to try in order to help them choose what instrument they would like to study for
the 2017-2018 school year. 4th and 5th grade parents, watch for a flyer to come home
in the next week with details about this event.

Mr. Guido Lavorata, Director of Orchestra:

Combs Traditional Academy, Ellsworth, Simonton, and Harmon Elementary Schools

BAND NEWS

Mark your calendars for May 4th - on that day, ALL band students from the
district will descend upon Combs High School for the annual Mass Band
Festival. The event will conclude with a concert open to everyone in the CHS
gym, beginning at 6:00 p.m. Come and see this spectacular concert event!

IT'S TIME TO ORDER YEARBOOKS!

Pre-order your 2016- 2017 Simonton Elementary School

Yearbook today!

The yearbook can be pre-ordered for just $20. Cash or check
(must be exact amount) can be sent in to Mrs. Lovelady in room

327. Checks can be made out to Simonton Elementary School.



KINDERGARTEN ENROLLMENT:

We are accepting enrollments for the 2017-2018 school year. If your student is
going to Kindergarten next fall, we welcome your enrollment now. Your child
must be five by August 31st. If you would like to have your child tested for early
Kindergarten enroliment (turning 5 after August 31st), there will be testing
provided at the District Office on 4/26 and 5/17 from 4:00-6:00 pm. Please call
987-5300 for more information. Enroliment applications are available in the front
office or on line at www.jocombs.org

OPEN ENROLLMENT/BOUNDARY EXCEPTIONS:

If your child is at Simonton on Open Enrollment, please fill out and
return a request for next school year. Reminder: An open enrollment
request needs to be submitted for each child, each school year. Open
Enroliment forms can also be found online at www.jocombs.org. Click
on the “Registration” button at the top. Then find the the form on the
left-hand side. Applications must be received by April 15.

YOU CAN FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

Dsimontonrocks. If you don't have a Twitter account, but would still like to receive our
pdates via text message, follow these easy steps:

ype :40404 (as the recipient)
ype “follow@simontonrocks”

in the message area)

hat's it. You will now begin to receive our Twitter updates, even without an account.
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Reading with Ms. Bonadio
May 2017

Adventures with sidewalk chalk

Make your sidewslk a colerful
carvas for your child’s reading
and writing adventures this
summer Here's haw,

¥
r :.-':'I?
Hit tho taraet ,-,?
Your youngster will a0 "'_ﬁ.. !
swrite and read words A=
with this game. Help him ﬂb
drow a eargct and writ: one | b |
word in the bull's-sve, threa Y
words in the acxt circle, and y
[fve words in the ourer circle. "'ll
To play, stand o [=w fesr away,
and toss bear bags (or zocks
Alled with dry beans) ar the ¥
words. IF you hica word, tead it
alond and erase it Score 1 poinrt for
outer words, 5 points for ones in the
midele dng. and 10 [or the bull's ave
word. Tally vour scores. Then, write new
words, and play again

Guess the senternce

Hove vour child swanc at one end of
the sidewall with his back o youw, St
Irg righe behind him, write a senence
one word per sidewalle square. He walks
or heps backward o he sees one word ar
a rime and recds them aloud. Before he
hops over the last word, ask him o guess
whar irwill be. Hz'll practice using context

What's aur word of the day!

elues m figure our unlmown words, Mext,
ler him write a sentence for you,

Gather oblects

This activity lers your youngsrer prac
dce following wrinen inscucdons, Diraw a
big wangle. and nexx o i, write what your
child should pur inside. For instance. vou
mighr write, “Find one short owig, one
medium mwig, ard one long ovig.” He has
w read rhe directions and pur the correct
ebjects [n the mangle. Firally, ask him o
draw a different shape and wrie insmruc-
dons for you w ollowW

Big words might seund scicy o yowr youngstern, but
they doz't hawe w, Demystiy—then’s a bipg vord]l—
them by staring 2 word-cof-the-day dusesl o your hoose,

Each dav scmecne pests s new word on thie pelHoer-
aor You might ind wornls in a buck, in toe newspape
or on & ood padiage, Look for words thar sound inte~
esting or are fun w say. such ss Whramt, vstonishing,
and memerizad,

Together, look up the word and reed i= definition
alond. Tren, use it all dey long. By the end of che day. your
child wAll have added anocher word m her vocabalary ™

Referenced from Reading
i Connection February 2014
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Read-aloud favorites
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W lap the Magic Irre
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Il frem the hranches.

Magazine word games
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Jook e Dather e voun tzerest alics ol wig-
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Read Aloud Favorites For (3-£+h Grades)
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-
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The lengest word, Aok your child w choese o leiee Then, esch plicrer cpens & mags
=me w2 a randoem page and wrrites cowm the longest word be can Gad dhat stanes watl:
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J.0. Combs

Food Service
Department

J01 E Combs Rd
San Tan Valley, AZ 85140
480-987-5312

Diear Combs Families,

The Food Service Department would like to take a few moments to pass
along some helpful information for the upcoming school year.

-

-
-

Meal applications for the 17/18 school year will be available in
July online or at your child’s school

Ersure the school has an updated address and phone numbser
Only one completed application per household

Allow 10 business days for processing

Meal modifications for intolerances/allergies/IEP require
proper documentation with the food service department
Formis are available online or in your school cafeteria

Form yst hawve omissions and substitutions listed

Form must be completed and signed by your child's medical
authority

Courtesy Meals will be provided to students who forget money
or have forgotten lunch at home

Charges will no longer be allowed for the 1718 school year
Sign up for ezschoolpay to add money to your child's account
and/or monitor their account activity

Sincerely,

Jennifer Roorda
Food Service Supervisor



Champwns for thange
Arizona Nutrition Network

9 Lunch Buddies

Helping kids eat healthy

Spend time with friends and enjoy meals at no cost while school is out.

Open to ages 18 and younger. No application is needed.

Location: Ellsworth Elementarv School

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

b_
- s

Visit azsummerfood.gov or text FOOD to 877-877 for more information.”

This matenial was funded by LIS0A' Supplemental Mutntion Acssronze Program - - SNAP through the Arizona Munition Network, This inetitution = an equal appartunity provider




Campeones del Ca Camhm
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de Verano entre Amigos

Ayudando a los ninos a comer saludable

Pasa tiempo con tus amigos y disfruta de comidas sin costo durante las vacaciones de verano.

Para estudiantes hasta los 18 anos de edad. No se necesita solicitud.

Feches: 530/17-630/17 . .

fisita azsumm

w muters! fur ficaricade poe. of Progromio do Ayudo de Mutricion Suplementorn de LISDA -

;gov o envia el texto: COMI-I:)_Aj af

= SNAP g trovis de ks Red de Nutricidn de Ariona
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SINCOP

Presented by:

COMBS HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL BOOSTERS
Saturday, May 20, 2017
12-3pm (food served 12-2)
To purchase tickets visit
www.combscoyotesfootball.com
Ticket Cost: $20 per ticket

(includes one meal and a bingo square)
Additional meal tickets $6 each

ist Prize -$1000 Water Activities,

2nd Prize- $500 ;
Entertainment,
3rd Prize- $250 erta €

(you DON’T” have to be present to win, SOd& RUSh,

squares will be randomly assigned,

rize money is pending us reaching our B
; Klndgaisingggoal.) . 2 more!




YOUNG COYOTES
SUMMER CAMP

May 30th - July 28th

Monday- Friday | 6:30am - 6:00pm
Hosted at Ellsworth Elementary

Check out the L‘-alem_!ar of Events!

osterMyWall. com



J.O. Combs

SUMMEK
CAMP

MAY 24 - AUGUST 1
HOSTED AT ELLSWORTH ELEMENTARY

OUR FUN ACTIVITIES

Weekly themes, Arts & Crafts, Ping Pong,
Technology, Indoor & Outdoor Activities, Science
Experiments, Water Days, Weekly Field Trips!

Com!ine with Summer o! Learning !!asses !or al| !ay fun!

WWW_JOCOMBS.ORG COMMUNITY EDUCATION TAB




Classes!

Hosted at Ellsworth Elementary

June 5 - June 29
0%@“(.5 Ar, r
% | 03(}09 3
' b ch@er

_WWW Jjocombs.org
uhity Education
- 1.1Ta.b



